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the management of Affairs of that Sa- 
cred kin = "BPM 

Thus it often really is ; and then is that 
noble Eanſe as ignobly ſerved, as when (ac- 
cording to that Fathers Obſervation) 4 
man proves to be untaithful even for che 
Faith, axd Sacrilegious for Religion. 

V/hes 10 one place (Jude 3.) Chr:- 


ftlans are exhorted rocontend earneſtly 


for the Faith ; aud in another, (2 Tim. 
2. 24.) we are fold the Servant of the 
Lord muſt not ſtrive ; *tis plain there 45 
4 Contenyian for Religion, which is a Du- 
ty, and there is a Comtention, even con- 
cerning Religion too, which is 4 Sin. 
Aud that Sin the Apolile i» this Con 
text, owt of which owr Diſcourſe ariſes, 
doth aeſervedly IO Name of 
Fleſh, and of .the Luſt, or of the Works 
thereof ; \ſueh = Wrath, . Variance, En- 
VY, , oc. 

I VVhence, 8's eafie to cole# in what 
ſenſe it js" {aid\ im the - ynextioned place, 
The Servage.of the Lord muſt nor 
ſtrive,- viz, 4 that Rigiying exclodes 
the Gentlanels,, che aptaels to inftruQt, 
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And from thence it is equally gafie to 
colleft too, in what ſenſe we cur ht to con- 
tend for the Faith earneſtly, 5. e. with 
all that earneſtneſs which will conſiſt 
with theſe, mort with ſuch as excludes 
them. As carneſtly as you will, bat with 
« ſedate Mind, fu{ of Charity, Can- 
dour, Kindneſs and Benignity towards 
them we flrive with. 

We ought , we ſee ( in the mentioned 
place) to be patient towards all Men; 
Towards Fellow-Chriſtians chere ſbould 
certainly be . a more peculiar Brotherly- 
kindaeſs. 

The difference is wery great, and mo 
diſcernable in the Efletts berween 1 
Churches Contention a2 4inſt Enemies 
without it, and Contentions within it 
ſelf. 

The former anite it the more, increaſe 
it's ſtrength and vigour. The latter di- 
vide and enfeeble it. | 

As to thoſe of this latter kind, »o- 
thing is more evident, or deſerves to be 
more conſidered, than that as the Chri- 
ſian Church hath grown more carnal, 
it hath grown more contentious, and as 
more COntentious , * more and more 

3 carnal, 
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carnal, The ſavour hath been loft of 

the great things of the Golpel, which 

have leſs matter in thew of Dilpute or 

wack but which only did afford proper 
SUTrium 


ent 20 the Life of Gadlinels, aud | 


# bath diverted to lefler things, (or aw- 
wvegted ſuch as were, otherwiſe, none at 
all) about which the contentious, difpu- 
tative Genius might employ, and mhere- 
with it mught entertain, feed and ſatiate 
it felf. 

Thereby hath it grown ftzong axd vi- 
orous, xd acquir'd the Power to trans- 
orm the Church from a Spiritual Socie- 

ty, enlivey'd, aHed and govern'd by the 
Spiric of Chriſt, into a meer carnal 
thing, like 142 re# of the World. Car- 
ality bath becunsr, ani lone been in it 4 
Governing Priaciple, and hath torn it 
into Ged-knows-ho:v-many Fragments and 
Porties ; each of whicu wh mw be 
the Church, incloſe it /rif within it's 
own peculiar Limits, exc/uſive of 44 the 
rift, claim and appropriate to it ſelf the 
nhts and Prividedges » hich belong to the 
han Church in common, yea, and 
evesChyilt himdelf, as if be were 70 be 
[6 tnclofd or confind ; And hence s it 
"ol: ER. ſaid, 
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ſaid, Lo here is Chriſt, or there be is, 
fall be 45 ſcarce ro be found any where ; 
but 4s, through merciful Indulgence, over- 
c—_ our ſmful Follies, he # pleaſed to 
«ford lome Tokens of bis Preſence both 
here «»d there. 

Tet alſo how manifeſt are the Tokens of 
his Dilpleaſure and Retirement ! And 
bow few will apprehend and conſiaer the 
true Cauſe 1 

Iwill now adventure to offer theſe things 
to ſerious Conſideration. 

1. Whether for any Party of Chri- 
{tzans to make unto it ſelf other Limits 
of Communion than Chriſt hath made, 
and hedge up it ſelf within thoſe Li- 
mits , excluding thoſe whom Chrift 
would admit, and admitting thoſe 
whom he would exclude, be not in it 
ſelf a real fin ? 

When I ſay , (make to it elf} 45s 
more peculiarly concerns thoſe who form 
their own Communions, having nothing 
herein impos'd upon them by Civil Autho- 
rity. Let others cenſure themſelves as 
they ſee cauſe. 

They have ax Holy Table among them, 
the Symbol of their Communion with 

A 4 one 


The Preface 


one another in the Lord.I would a5k whoſe 
is this Table? Is ut the T able of this or 
that Man ? or Panty of Men ? Or #4 it 
the Lord's Table? _ Then certainly it 
owrht to be free to his Gueſts, and ap- 
propriate #0 them. And who ſhould dare 
to invite others, or torbid theſe ? 

2. It it be a Sin, is it not an. hai- 
nous one ? 7 his will beſt be wnderſtood by 
conſidering what his Limits are. Nothing 
ſeems plainer than that it was his mind 
Chriſtianity ic (elf ſbould meaſure the 
Communion of Chriitians, as ſuch : 
Viſible Chriſtianity cher viſible Com- 
munion:; 1t will here then be enquired, (a 
in all reaſon it ſhould) what Chnituanity 
is, Andif it be, every one will uner- 
ſtand the Enquiry concermng that, 4s 
they mould concerning any thing elſe, what 
is it's Eſſence ? Or what are its Eſlenti- 
als, or wherewn doth it conlilt ? Not what 
are al] the leveral Accidents it may ad- 
mult of f As you would do, if it were en- 
| wage What is Humanity ? Now 

re it will be readily acknowledred that 
Chriſtianity (as all things «ſe that are 
of moral Coiulideratipn) muſt be eſti- 
mated: more principally hy it's End, _ 
2 that 
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that it”s final reference « nit to this 
World, hut to the World to come, and 
10 an happy {tate there. And that, con- 
federing. the miſerable ſtate wherein it 
finds the Souls of Men here, and the 
greater miſery they are hereafter liable 10, 
it.muſt deſign their preſent recovery, and 
fioally, cherr eternal Salvation, 

That in order hereto it muſt propound 
to men (ome things neceſſary to be be- 
lieved, ſome things neceſſary to be done. 
And that both muſt intend the making 
of them good in order 10 the making 
them happy, or the ſaving of them from 
eternal miſery. That both are ſuffectently 
propounded by the kind and great Author 
of this Conſtitstion, Chrilt himſelf, in 
his Word or Golpel. That this Goſpel, 
beſides many incideatal things, expreſly 
repreſents Jorme things as of ablolute ne- 
ceſſity to Salvation, by which are ſettled 
the very Termsof Lite and Death, «nts 
Sinners, and as s Principal, moſt com- 
prehenſive, and moſ{ fundamental thing 
to all the reſt, requires men's religning 
and ſubjeting themlielvcs axto him ; 
or. putting themſelves by Solcmn Cove- 
nant into bis Hands, or under his Con- 

duct, 
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du, ro be by him brourht to God, and 


mad: finally happy in him. 
Whatſoever therefore « of ablolute ne- 
ceſſity to this end #s effential to Chriſti- 


anty, Obriſtians ew are a ſort of | 


Men tending to God and Bieiledneols ws- 
der the Condut of Chrift, ro whow they 
hetve by Covenant devoted themſelves, 
end ro God in him. Viſible Chriitians 
ae ſuch as are in this wihible Tendency, 
with their Children, yer m Minority, 
and not capable of making an Underitand- 
ing Profeſſion themſelves. 

Such a have arrived to that Capacity 
are no longer fo be confudered in their Pa- 
rents, but « part by themſelves. 

They that have been ſufficiemly inftrutt- 
ed in the Principles of the Chriftian Reli- 
nion, that heve devoted themſelves to 
God in Chriſt, and live in their general 
conrſe conformably to his Holy Rules, are 
viſbly perſonal Covenanters. "Tr 
plainly the mind of Chriſt, that thoſe be 
receir'd into that plenary Communion 
which belonss to the Chriſtian ſtate ; and 
particularly, unto that Sacred Rite wbich 
jr the Communion of his Body and 
Blood, and wherein the New Teſtament 

or 
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or Covenant 4ath 4; Solomn Obliga- 

won, aud wherein as Feederati, or Per- 
ſaws in Covenam, have ewore expreſs 
Communion nviih him, and ac ano- 
tales. 

They that are yot wnacquarated with the 
a things of Chriſtian Re- 
ligien, «2 £0 beheld as Camechumens, 
under laftrultion, if 4hey be willng. 
They that live hcentionh in the tate of 
Penxents, (lf they grve that Prof of 
thew feriags mance, «as that their 


— appear not to be flight 


A refule to learn, 4. hot 
form'd ; that live ia open Hoſtilxy 
canf che knowa Laws of Chriſt, are not 

e Chriſtians, are not wiſibly in the 
way of Salvateen. Vidile Subjettion and 
viſible Rebellion ore facontiitencies. 

If therefore any Sxciety of Men, pro- 
tefle'Jy Chridtian, do whe other Limits 
of their Communian ; edmitting 49/* 
thu Chriſt's Rule excludes, excluding 
them whom it would admut ; ; on if 
the Alteration be, not making 
thole chiags acceflary he hath not 
Porygeed oy engayned as adh—wr bat 


which 
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whith be bath not revealed or enjoyned 
at all ; and ſou not only to add toChrts 
ſtian Religion cakew at large, but even 
ro it's Efſentials : This i ſubſtantially to 
change the Evangelical Covenang, to make 
it another thing, to break Chrift"s Conſtits- 
tiow, and ſet up another. If they be lit- 
tle things only that we add, we maſt know 
there s nihil minimum in Religion. 
What, if as little as they are, many think 
them ſinful, and are thereby thrown off 
from our Communion | The iff they ave, 
the preater the Sin to make them neceſſary, 
to hang ſo great things .upon t ! 
Break the Churches Peace and Unity by 
them, and of them to make « new 
Goſpel, new Terms of Life and Death, 
« new way to Heaven, And &, 4s much 
45 in S lies, to make things of —_ 
Neceſt not only things of 
no Necathes, bus that Tbs our Re- 
lizion, perfeQt Nullities, not having any 
place there at all. And thereupon «s, 10 
eftcCt ro ſay, 1 will not take Chriſti- 
amty with 454 dditions of ours, you 
thall not be Chriſtians ; yoo ſbel have no 
Chriſtian Ordinances, #o Chriſtian 
Worſhip ; we will as far 4s in #1 is, ex- 
c 
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clude Heaves it ſelf, and all: nears 
of Salvation. And upon the /ame ground 

n which they may be excluded: one 
Sm by ſuch arbitrary , deviled 
meaſures, they may be excluded anothe 
allo, and be recerved no where. 4 

And if their meaſures differ, rhey all 
exclude one another ; and hence, ſo many 
Churches, /o many Chriſtendoms. 

If this be hntul, is s Sin of the deep- 
eſt Die. Whereas the Holy Scriptures 
ſpeak with ſuch Severity as we know' they 
, of the altering of Man's Landmarks, 
what may me think of altering God's | 
And the Sin isftill the greater if the things 
of” higheſt neceſſity are overlootd in 
the mean time at Tritles,tything of Mint 
i ſtood upon, but Judgment, Faith, Mer. 
cy, and the Love ot God pals'd over, 
(as Matth. a3. 23. Luke 11. 42.) Inf 
dels powr'd in upon the Church | Wolves 
and Bears ander the name of Sheep, and 
the Lambs of Chriſt, (which he requires 
to be ted) thrown out into the Wilder- 


neſs ! | 43 ) 
. But if we ſe it a Sing ana 
hainous a One, mp apth the pc 


it ſpread ! How few among the-leyeral 


ſorts 
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forts am! Paztics of Chriſtians: are inmo- 
ces, if the mealures of wrr ſeveral 
Communion were brow he” wnider juſt 
and fevers Examination | Mow 'few' rbet 
lay thew Communion opento viſible Ghri- 
ſtians as ſuch, exv/udine nowe" of what 
ſorwes Den uneios, BOY YOCONRY any 
thas by C hriftianm rational Eſtimate caw- 
not be judge d ſuch 

4 Fiow foo that confider this” a3 the 
provoking Caule of CirmPs berry (© 
mul & Str any» 10 he Chriſtian Church! 
Anh how latle @ it' to be hoped-we (Ball 
ever ſte mod days 111 this waſting Evil 
be redreſs ! Or thatt our glorious* Re- 
deemer, who is Head: off all'rhings wy 
the Church, ſbould: oder own it by vill- 
ble Favours, ſbowld' prove , cheriſh; en- 
larye it, or make it pred in: the World, 
ſand how'{athe it i maturally i any" [ov 
babiluty. of doing ſ0) or that bee 
a as his, while it 13 ſo lirtie it ll « aa 
for lirete one. 

Im Hh preſent (mo deplorable) fate 
of things, private, (that is carnal) Ini 
woratt: ic ' che ' thin epery where” daſig we 

by one Party, avi avottier!  ' Abd 
reef Proſperityof this my = o” 
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endeauouring it, is only meant feeckin? the 
Praſperisy of our own Party.. $s thas 
there can be no United Prayers, wor jayns 
Endeavours far ay wuly Cammon 
good ; bat what ſeems deſirable #6 tbe, 
/ and depyecated by all the 
} ; | 

Thus for thincen or fourtees hua- 
dred. Years hah 1" ny been gr a 
daally proming 4 form, mangled, 
hauer'd, end molt deformed = , 
brakem awd paxcall & imo no body knows 
how many leveral forts of Commugi- 
ons. 7 he Mcalures whereof how {trangs- 
ly. alien have they been from thoſe which 
were genuine and primitive, 4. &. from 
iabſtantialt Chriiltianity, and the things 
that ' nueſt. concarr to mate up that. 

Inſtead of ound Knowledge: of the 
tew, clear, aud great things off Religi- 
great many doubtful Opinions ; 
one fide ina diſputed Poinr ;, 
the. determination of a. Logical queſti- 
on, ander favding, or ſaying one undes-- 
ſtands ( whether me do or no.) 4 Mctar 
Nicaty ; and. ſometiencs gm» 
. ty beliena ſornewbat that/ Sorige 
ture newer ſaid, or ſbews it [elf never to 


have 


The Preface 


have meant, and that is moſt manifeſt- 
ly comtrary- to all reaton and common 
ſenſe. 

Inftead 'of reverent, decent, grave, 
Worthip; aftefted, ſcenical, tudictous 
Formalities, uncourh geſticulations, dil- 
guiſed Countenances, with I know not 
what empty ſhews of « forced and feign- 
ed Devorion ; which thinss iſo were to 
ſerve inſtead of orderly, unreprovable 
Converſation, of ſerving God, and of 
doing to other Men ; amd to cx- 
piate the Crimes of a very bad one; to 
make amends, and atone for the lewdeſt, 
the moſt licentious, and moſt miſehiev- 
ous Prattices. 

In [umme ; not only are things moft 
alien frow real Chriſtianity aclded ro 
it, but (ubltitated/ 1 the room of it, ind 
preferr'd b-fore it. - Tea and things mo? 
deſtruttive of #, indilged and mar nt - 
fy d in oppoſition' 10-re, — 

- Thif is 100 pentrally the fate of the 
carnalized Chriſtian GCharch. wb 
ver were there more fervent Conpentrons” 
among all ſorts,' whgſe- Notions,” Opt* 
nions, Modes, and Forms are "9 oF pre: 
"i 
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The Word of God tells «s that to be 
carnally minded is Death. Theſe Con- 
reſts ſeem therefore to expreſs great ſoli- 
citude how moſt neatly tro adorn a Car- 
kais, or at beft bow with preateſt Art and 
Carioſity io rim, and apparel 2orgeou/ly, 
« laoguiſhing Man, » the feared ap» 
proaches of th, w/tead of end: avour- 
img to lave lus Lite. 

Rat if any endeavour to that parpoſe 
were yes #0 be uſcd ; what ſbould it be? 
That any Man ſhould $0 about to propole 
to the Chriſtian Church, were 6:46 pre- 
flumptuous, and hopelcls. We can only 
[peat owr Wilkes, ro Men, and offer them 
in lolema Supplications zo God, And 
it were an happy Omen, if good Men could 
once agree what, 1n particular, to Pr 
for; 8 being our of qut/tion that luc 
Men, would not br guilty of ſo much Hy- 
pocrilie, as £0 their nttermnſt, not ſeri- 
ouſly ro endravanr, what they darſt ad- 
venture, and thought it nectl}ary to make 
the Sabjet# of thew Prayers. 

And one would think it ſbould not be 
difficalt ro Men of ſincere Minds, «por 
ſerious Confideration of the preſent ſad 
State of things, not only 1n general :0 

4 pray 
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pray for the true (piritual Welfare of the 
Church of Chriſt iz the World; but 
ſo far ro be particular, as to Pray in 
order thereto, that it may be more entire- 
Eph. 4 4 ly One. We are tald there is one body, 
and one Spirit. That the Spirit, is but 
One, we are ſure is trut in faft ; and [© 
we are that the Body animated by that 
Spirit, 4 it is ſuch, cax 6+ but One alſo. 
Bat the Apoſtles beſine/s in that place, 
i mot merely to aflert ſach an Union, as 
there already was, but alſo to perſwade 
to ſuch a one as there yet was not ; 5c. 
that it might be more entire, and com- 
pleat than hitherto it was ;, and that ſuch 
as Unity might be prelerved in the 
Bond of Peace ; and this i» order to its 
growth ro the Meaſure of the Stature 
of a perfect Man in Chriſt : Implyizs 
plainly enough that the leſs it was One, 
the leſs it would grow. Which affo ts 
ſufficiently evident in it (elf, For it 4s 
firſt p/ain in the Nature of the thing, 
that by how much it is more divided and 
multiform, it will appear the leſs conſide- 
rable in the World, and ſo be leſs apt to 
attraft, and draw in others. Tea, and 
its appearance and aſpett will not "i 
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leſs inviting aud attractive ; but it will 
be offenſive, and create prejudices in the 
minds of men againſt Chnitnity ir felt, 
Which apptars the plain meaning of that 
Petition of our Blefled Lord, when be 
was leaving the World, Joha 17, 21, 
That they -all might be ane, as thoy 
Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they allo may be one 1n us, that the 
World may believe that thou haſt ſens. 
me. Implying maniſeſily , that if they 
did nt appear one, i## would /{rongly 
tempt ihe world to Inhdelity. YVhere- 
wpon all good men have « mishty [ndace- 
ment to unite im this requelt ; for more 
entire viſible Onencls in the Chriſtian 
Church, mot only from the Example of 
our Lord lcadins them in this R 
but from the Realon alſo by which he en- 
forces it , that otherwiſe the reſt of the 
World mu# be confired and obdared it 
their Infidelty. Who ſees not therefore 
that the Chriſtian Intereſt # naturally 
obflrafed in is extenfive Growth 5» 
the Vibble Diluniaa of the Chritan 
Community ? (for it can ſcarce ads 
to be anlled 8 SOWrty ws 's prefect torn 
and ſha tr's $6.) 
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And again, its Divilions being (« 
they cannot be other, than) criminal, the 
effett of wdul ed Carnality, and de- 
— to ſerve the carnal Intereſt of this 
or that Party, in foto to the reſt ; 
they hereby wot only offend and grove Sean- 
dal to the World, who thereupon diſcern 
oy of peculiar Excellency in the 
Chriſtian Profeflion, when wnder it they 
ſee men driving but ſuch low De ſigns,as they 
themſelves ( more honeſtly ) dv without 
any ſuch Vail ; bat they offend the Spirit 
of Chriſt roo, who, thereupon, in great 
degrees, witharavs it ſelf ; not totally, 
which could not conſiſt with the Promiſe. 


Mer.28.20 [Jam with you always, unto the end 


of the world ;] but unto ſuch degrees 
4s ſball teftifie Diſpleafure. And hence # 
the growth of the Church obſrafted, 
mot only naturally; bat penally 7oo. 
Whenee it is moſÞ evident, that they can- 
wot with Judgment pray for the Spiritual 
welfare of the Church of Chriſt, who 
pray not for it's Union ; nor with Since- 
rity, who to their wtgermoſt endeavour it 
wot alſo. 

Nor can there be true Seriouſnels, in 


fo much, but the Confideration muſt en- 
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ſue, what courſe « moſt likely to ſerve ſo 
defireable an end. And fince necellary 
things are moſt plain, and if liable © 

i{pute awd doubt ; and i « matter of 
Fact, obvious to every obſerving Eye, 
that the Dilceptations and Diviſions w 
the Chriſtian Church, which arc, and 
have been, from Age to Age, do for the 
moſt '__ ariſe from the Addition of un- 
Necenary things to ut, which be lomg nt 
ro it's Conſtitution; and which while 
ſome think lawtul only, and, at b« ſt, bat 
a» Ornament © Ht, others think (inkul 
and a Deformity ; it cannot hence but ap- 
ptar 4 thing much to be deſired, and endea- 
voured, that theſe occaſions of Offence 
and Divition might craſe, and be remo- 
wed, Which even they that that fuch 
Additions, to be, for the matter of them 
lanſul, might yet ſer _— enouwnb to de- 
fire and to endervour ſbould be taken & 
way 3 yea, though they apprebend them of 
ſome ule ;, it being ſo manifeſt that the 
hurt #bich accrues by th-m iu nnſpeatably 
more. And bſides, one would think it 
ſhould not be wnapprebenſible to any Man 
that allows himſelf the free w/c of bu 
Theughts, that thous h be (bould — 
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of the Tairment, that Tuch Additions 
were in the matter of thetn lav/al, yer 
iM making them Additional Terms of 
Chr:{itian Communion mnff br bio kiy 
ſinful, as being the Introdattion of a new 
Chriſtianity. Chrriftran Communion be - 
ins of Chriſtians as ſuch. 


But this Ampntation #*, according to 
the preſent poſtnre of men's minds all the 
Chriſtian World over, « thing equally to 
be delired and deipaired of. As « ge- 
neral Union therefore is, in the mean 
time, Ie cannot anite with them who 
>" Terms of Union that + j:dee 
unlawful, in thoſe things. For choſe that 
inſiſt upon Terms that we think nor finply 
unlawful, while yer they are hifterent, in 
ſewers! Chriſtian Sceretirs ; we cannot, 
therein, wnite with any; bug we muff, 
for ought we know , divide from as ma- 


T That only which the prefent ſlate of 
thing s admit 5 of, is, that we kerp our ſelves 
wnired 10 Mind and Spirit mth all fert 
ous Chriſtians, i the p!aiu and necelſa- 
ry things wherein they all agree: That 
we preſerve in our own Fpirits a reſolved 

unad- 
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unadditedneſs to = Party, in the 
thinzs wherein they difter. 

That for aQtual and local Communi- 
on (which we cannot bawve with all the 
Chriſtians in the world, and can have 
comperatively but with a few ) we jon 
with thew that come neareſt u1, 1. C. that 
we judoe come mearelt to 0ar common 
Rule. That (as ſore means hereto) we 
eſpecially labour to Center = [ome [uch 
Scheme of Dottrinals, as for which all 
theſe profeff ro have « common Reve- 
rence ; that while our Union cannot as 
. yet be (0 extenſive as it ought, * may be 
as extenſive as we can ; that the Golpel 
be not hindered, and that our Miniliry 
may be the more [ucer Pſul and profitable to 
the promoting of the common Salvation, 
among thoſe that attend upon it, 

Such Schemes or Collettrons of Do- 
Qtrines, reduced into an Order (as Gold 
formed into a Veſſel, whereas Trath, as 
it lies im the Holy Scriptures 11 as Goldin 
the Maſs) muy be of uſe ( a1 they have 
always biew nſed in the Church in al 
Aves) more diſtinitly ro intorm others 
concerning our Semtinoents (tho) the ule © 
lefl, that after thorough ſearch and rnonu- 


4 4 ry 


XxX 


The Preface 


ry they can be of to one (elf) provided, 
they be avoned to be lookt mpon, but as « 
menſura menſurata, reſerving unto the 
Scriptures the Honour of being the only 
menſura menſurans ; aud ſo that we only 
own them as agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures. And again, that we declare we 
take th:m to be agreeable thereto in the 
main, or tor ſubſtance, mithout atiri- 
buting a Sacrednels ro the very Words 
of a meer humane Compoſution ; which in- 
dred we cannot attribaie to the words uſed 
tm the Tranſlation of the Bible it ſelf. 
And that for the things we believe them 
with a degree of Aſſent proporcionable to 
therr greater or lels Evidence. 

This, through the bleſſing of God, ſuch 
as have wſed a (incere and ingenuous 
freedom with one another, bave found au 
Offe Fnal Exprdient to delrver their minds 
from mutual doubt, comcernins each 0- 
aber, that becauſe of ſome different nodes 
of expreſſing their Seatiments, they held 
very diſſerent Opinions, which they have 
feund to be a Miſtake on one hand and 
the other ; and have given and recerved 
fatisſatticn, they intended nothing that 
pwr ht to be reckoned into the Aceount of 

Socinian, 
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Socinian, Pelagian, Popilh, Arminian 
or Antinomian Errours. That frauds- 
lent and unjuſt way of mating the Efti- 
mate, being juſtly exploded, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall in fome chings that rouch 
not the main Points of difference, (ay 
as ſome other of theſe do, muſt there- 
fore be of their minds thorough-our. 
VVhich Rule of Judging would mate 
any Chriſtian be taken for « Jew, « Ma- 
hometan, or « Pagan. There bring no 
intelligent Chriſtian, but muſt ſay many 
things that they do. 

But it 15 to be hoped this Engine of the 
Devil's is by the mercy of God broken, [0 
41 that the People (ball be no mure fright - 
ed from attending to the Miniſtry of [ach 
(be their Denommation what it will) «4 
uſe apt and proper methods to awaten, con- 
wince and ſave Sms, by being told they 
are Antinomians or Arminians, &e. It 
being upon enquiry found, thu perſons jo 
and ſo charged, by the raſb Folly of ſome 
that underſtand nothing of the difference, 
beſides the different ſound of thoſe odious 
Names, do really deteſt the Dottrines m- 
puted to them. 


And 
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And that farthermore, while we look 
HPOW AN Apreement therein as « (ufficicnt 
Charafter of ove ſound in the Faith, 
we do mot profeſs to reckon every one of 
the things therein comarned (without di- 
ſtingaiſhing their Importance) neceſla. 
ry #0 that purpoſe, And do never intend 
our Communion ſball be limited by other 
Bounds than only an Agreement im thoſe 
things tor Dottrinals, which we rake to 
be of ſuch importance and neceſſity, as 
tithour the belief whereof a may can- 
wo? be a (incere Chriſtian. Which cer- 
cainly cannot but be « very few, leſs-di- 
ſpured 1hings, amony them that profeſs 
to believe the Divine Authority of the 
Scriptures, and that will allow them to be 
mmtcrpreted according to the ordinary 
ways of interpreting other Writing 5. 

That for matters of Prattice in the 
Worſhip of God, we be /atisfy'd, wor to 
be obliged to do things, which we think un- 
/rv/s! our ſelves, without entertaining the 
leaſt Sarmiſe , but that many pood men 
mey judee ſome things lawſul that we ds 
not, and my wattife according ly. 

That we always keep our ſelves in 4 
prepared Temper of) Irit #0 receive 

further 
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farther Information abcurt donabttul 
things. That we cheriſh im out Spud an 
univerſal fincere Love to Chriftiang «x 
ſuch; aud i» Men as Men, That we 
ſhidrnufly tnde roy in ow ſeveral Stast- 
Os 11% Mano the mcit general good we 
(af, And that our whotke Deſiz n ds rev- 
ming wo what, fo fat a1 we raw («c- 

cel us it, wnlt actnonledged by aff 
gvod with to be 4 real Service 1# the 
Church of Chrift, &4 gaherine ano it 
45 Win 45 wean, 11007 it a4 made 
wp of Perſons that with Judgmenc, and 
in Pratice ow ohe very Subſtance of 
Chriſtian Religion, 

VVah fach Di/pofitinns of Mind #1 
theſe we ſhall, im this dionded {xe of the 
Chriſtian Church, &e mmaxrer of tht 
ſenſu! Evil of is Divifſnas, and bop nt 
much as in ns ts, the Unity of the Spint 
in the bond of Peace. 

And do we get tnjertain its day acme! 
any hope that rhe Chriſtian Religion 
ſoall ſpread, and be move geaevally prope- 
gated put the worid? Or d wi ie 
fire it fbowld? Or do we dread rhat it 
ſhould not, #</0934 our default ? Let 
» then look back td the years of anci- 

ent 
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ent time, and confider what it was when 
it grew and encrealed mightily ; when 
without other advantages than it's own 
ſelf recommending excellency, it every 
where made it's own way, {«ba d Nations, 
akby web Enemies, og the moſt fer- 
vent Oppoſitions and Perſecutions ; when 
the Profeſſors and Preachers of it tri- 
_ over Martyrdoms , the Fierce- 
and Fury of Wild Beaſts, aud Flames, 
overcame by the Blood of Jeſus, and the 
Word of "his Teſtimony, nor loving 
their Lives unto the Death. YVhen a: 
PliaEpit. Pliny writing to Trajan i= favour of the 
Chriftians, mtimares ro ham, they were 

every where ſo encreas d both mn Cities and 
Countreys , that the (Pagan) Temples 

had lain almoſt quite deſolate, and 

that there had ſcarce been any to buy 

oft their Sacrifices, HYVhen ( about an 
hundred years after ) Tertullian repreſent- 

ing in Apology for them,their Peaceable- 

© te eaſie it were,otherwiſe go them 

|to relieve themſelves of their Snſfcrings, 

ſays they were become ſo numerous in the 
gen Empire, that if ic were poſſible to 
Gent. them to withdraw themſelves into 

lome remote, obſcure place, they who 

were 
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were left would even tremble at their 

own ſolitude. Chriſtianity was then all 

Liſe and Spirit. The Chriſtian Church 

in thoſe dayes flouriſht in perity, power, 
vig our. 

Bus when for the ſpace of about three 
Handred Tears together it had enjoy d the 
proteQtion and benignity of Chriſtian 
Emperors ; and was hereby become wan- 
ton, loft in carnality, mor content with 
it ſelf, and its own Native Comelineſls, 
but affetted to ſhine in « borrowed Luſtre 
and Ornature, when ( as Harlots are 


wont ) it br7an to paint, to be fond of 


gay Attire, and deviſe things for Deck- 
ings to it ſelf moſt alien from its Origh- 
nal State and Conftitution ( and which 
afterwards became the matter of bloody 
Contentions, and Craclties ) when it grew 
ambitious of ſecular pomp, ſplendor 
grandeur, and power, then was it ſo 
far forſaken of God, and his Spirit, that 
within a wery few Tears after Boniface 
the third had obtained s the Emperor 
Phocas the Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
_ Popiſh Tyranny and Superſti- 
tion became more fully rexnant 10 the 
Church, / i. e. within leſs than twenty 

Tears ) 
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Tears }) began the ſenſeleſs Deluſion of 
Mahometaniſm #- /prin7 up without the 
Church ; and affited by the incredible 
acceſſion of Force, and Arms, came at 
length to prevail againſt it { xow grads- 
ally ſinking more and more into Vice and 
Ignorance ) unto that degree, that in pro» * 

eſe of time, what Chriltianity had 24im- * 

See in ,, ed from Paganiſin, :t loſt in a great Me- 

Enquiries. (ure, «#70 Mahometamiim ; ſo that in 
ſeveral parts of Chriſtendom, where were 
reckon'd thirty Chriſtians for one Pa- 
gan, there came to be thirty Mahome- 
tans for one Chriſtian. And how xext 
to Unchriſtian the Chriſtian World zz, 
in the nearer Countries ( very generally 
Proteſtant &s well «« Popiih ) is #20 well 

Ludolpbuss known ; awd i# the remoter divers Wri- 

"4 = ters imſorm us. 

and divers Les it mow therefore be conſidered for 

others. ow many /ad Centaries of Tears Chriſti- * 
acity hath been at an amazing ſtand ! got 
ns grouud upon the whole, but rather loſt | 
mach). 

Is this thit Religion mbich ſo early, by | 
is own Native Light and Power con- 
auered ſo many Nations, aud which we 
expel? ro be the Rehigion of the Worl 4 

Hp 
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Who that underſtands this, would not 
with deepelt Concern, a»4 anxiety of 
Spirit, enquire into the Cauſe | And what 
Caule car be {o obvious 10 our enquiry, 4s 
4 luxurious, 4nd -4 contentious Carnali- 
iy ; which both go tozether, and which 
have enfeehled, diſpirited, and loſt its 
[clf-difſuſing life and ſtrength ? What we 
cannot remeay, let us at leaſt lec, and la- 
ment ! 

And let us ſapplicate more earneſtly = 
the eftulions of that Holy Spirit, which 
alone can 1190 Remedy to our Diſtempers, 
ana overcome the Luſts of the Fleſh, « 
whatſoever kind, and roftore Chriſtian 
Religion zo it ſelf, awd make the Chri- 
{tian Name o2rcat in the World, 

For can it Content #1 that Chriſtiant- 
ty ſhould appear, and be counted « mean, 
a weak, and even 4 ludicrous thing ? 
that the Son of God ſboulds have deſcend- 
ed, and come donn into our World ! have 
pur on Man ! have dy'd wpon a Croſs! 

ave aſcended that he might till all 
things ! diffuſe ſpirit, light and life tho- 
rough the World ! have appotnted Peo- 
phets, les, Paſtors a»d Teachers 
for the Publiſhing his Everlaſtiog Go- 


ipel ; 
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ſpel; and at lenrth leave Men, even 
where the Chriſhan Name and Pro- 
feflion doth obtain, no better Men ge 
nerally than he found them ! diſtinguiſht 
only from the reft of the World, by cer- 
tain peculiar Notions, and by ſome ditte- 
rent Rites of Worſhip ; otherTi/e as fla- 
gitions, as ſenſual, as impious towards 
God, as full of wrath, hatred, malice and 
miſchievous deſi2n towards one another, 
as any Pagans or Inftidels ever were ! 
and yet that thry ſbould expet# to be [a- 
ved, only becauſe they are calleſt Chri- 
ſtian | What & repreſentation of Chriſti- 
an Religion is this ? 

And thus it will be reckon'd of, "till it 
come to be underſtood more generally, and 
more openly avow'd, that Chriitianity s 
mot only a Syltem of Dottrines { and 
thoſe reducible within a little compaſs ) but 
of Precepts al/o, not concernins the Modes 
of Worlhip only, but Men's ordinary 
Praftice, and that not only reſpect their 
external Actions, but which are deſi2ned 
ro regulate and reform their Minds and 
”=_ and do lay their firſt Obligation 
there, muſt ſubdue their inordinate Appe- 
fites and Paſſions, render them Holy and 
harmleſs, 


| 


from it, and /o it will 
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harmleſs, . the Sons of God, ſhining as 
lights, holding forth the Word ot 
Lite, &c. The whole frame of che Chri- 
{tian Inſtirution bermg animated by rhe 
Divine Spirit, imro whoſe Name we te 
baptiz'd / 4s well 4s into that of the 
Father and the Son } and which will be 
given where he & {ought for, 'avd not 
aftronted 


Let this be taken for Chriſtianity 
and avow'd' to be ſo, and ſeriouſly endea- 
voured to be proparated as luch, and it 
wil not always be put to wye ( but as wup- 
on e Terms ) with Mahometaniſm, 
Judaiſm, Paganiſm, meer Deiſm, or 
whatſoever elſe (ball exalt it ſelf into 8 

ition with it, 

And let whatſoever comes not within 
this compaſs, or is nt truly and primi- 
tively Chriſtian, be reſetfed and cut Of 
as enive 
ſelf-agrecable thing ; ana the Chtiftian 
Church be bat One. OR 

While i is not ſo, it will be the buſo- 
meſs and defian of the moſt, ouly to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of this or that Pevey. 
And if their ſenſe wete put into \plitn 


words, this it would be, I am for {iy 
b Church ] 
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Church ] or the Church whereof I 
am, whg@tever becomes of the | Church 
of Chriſt. ] And /o will a 2ralonws en- 
deavour for ſo narrow an Intereſt, 2s that 
of « divided Party engage and emgroſs 
all the Intent ion of their minds, and their 
Religion be /umm?d up in Contention, 
and \uch only as hath its root in that 
Diviſion which ( on the one ſide at leaſt, 
and in great part too probably '0n both 
ſides ) chiefly proceeds from meer - Car- 
nality. And what is i© but Religious 
Contention, for the moſt part, that hath 
fill d the Chriſtian World with Blood and 
Raines for many by paſt Ages? .: 

Carnal Contention, wwd:r this moſt 
ſpecious Pretence, as being comerſant 
abaxe - Spiritual or- Religious Cohcern- 
ments, i the rhing Animadverted on (tho 
in gentler inſtances,” as later. orcaſions 
did require ) in the tollowing. Sermons. 
It was little imagin'd when i were de- 
livered from the Pulpit, they ſbould ever 
bave been made more publick, 

. 4 have in this Publication of them 
partly yielded re Opinion of drvers, 
who Jadg'd they might poſſibly be wſefal to 
mare than thole wie heard rhemy - to 

TET racm 
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more comply d with. « (ort of Neceſſity: 


laid upon me, by being told if rhey were 
not publiſhed by me, the thing would be 
done ( 4s it conld ) [rom broken, miſt aken, 
Notes, without me. My ovzs Memori- 


als and Preparations were ##deed imper-' 


fett enough, as it cannut but be in the 


Caſe of one, 0 olten in the Week, en-+ 


gag 'd in tuch Work: | 
I have, «s I could; by my own Recol- 
leftion, awd by luch help 


a 1 Seve ttfer* 


wiſe had, emtravoured 4 gulf Account” 
of what was [poken, ant dn try tonW* 


dent nothing material zs omautted. ( Some 
—_— var ied) Et proeſſions of the 
ſame ##Tng, that are pardonable, if nos 
uleful, to a» hcarer, but not ſo grate» 
ful, an4/ff ncedtul zo 4 Reader, I rec- 
kon not luch. ) 

But divers Paſſages / thy nor diſtin 
Heads ) that were tended, but through 
want-of +ermeommied, Firm merit in 
the places to which thry did belong. Where- 
in none can think thrre is any wrong 
done. 1 am ſenſible the incroduttive part 

wuld larve been in ſome r:þe(ts, other- 
ſt merthodiz'd. But 1 am content to 
let 
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let it go «s it ts, tho I find, by the Notes 
that were. brought me, that ſome things 
were ſomewhat tranipos'd (otherwiſe than 
was intended) in the delivery, from 4 
Memory, not the moſt {aithful. 

If it do any good, it muſt be from the 
ſupply of the good Spirit of God, which 1 
cad all you that read ſeriouſly to 
lcek, andask from him, who hath pronu- 
ſed, thereupon, it ſhall be given. The 
very expettation whereof will prevent 
pn. yp vain mind, or ill deſign, 
and the conſequent danger of receiving 
hurt by what you read. 


Yours in our common Lord, 


5. H 
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Gal. V. xvi. 


This I ſay then, Walk im the Spirt, 
and ye ſhall 108 fulfil the luſt of the 
fe; 


g : HE laſt time I ſpake to you 
trom thele Words, having 
largely opened before the Im- 
port of [Walking in the Spirit,) T un- 
dertook ro ſhew you how the Flfb 
here is to be underſtood, againſt the 
Luſts whereof ſuch walking in the 
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Spirit is the preſcribed Remedy. In 
the Generel -you have been -rold, that 
Fleſb is hereto bertaken morally, and in 
that Latitude, as to tignitie all ſorts of 
moral Evil, or the gencral Depraved- 
neſs of our Corrupt Nature : For 
chough ſometimes wm the moral Accep- 
tation the Senſe is limited (as hath tor- 
merly been ſhewed) to grofſer Sins, in 
contradiltinftion to wore refined, as 
2 Cor.7.4. and 1 John 2. 16, yet fome- 
times alſo 1t is fo far exrended, as ro 
ſignihie all Sins, as Col. 2. 11. compar'd 
with Rom.6.6. And in this Context 
it is plain the Apoſtle comprehends 
Sins of both theſe ſorts under this one 
Expreſſion. 

But what particular Evils he more 
eſpecially intended here to cenſure and 
caution thele Galatian Chrittians a- 
gainlt, under this one Name, cannot 
better be underftood than by conſulting 
thisCoatcxt it ſelf; in which, tho*we 
cannot ſay we have a full Eaumeration ; 
we have yet very many Inſtances, of 
the Carnalittes againlt which chis Re- 
medy 15 direCtec., Some of them more 


groſs, (as we have told you they might 
be * 


| 
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be diſtinguiſhed) Adultery, Forwication, 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſweſs, Idolatry, 
Witthcraft, Murther, Drunkenneſs, Re- 
vellings ; and ſome other that may ſeem 
more refined, not as having /«/s, but on- 
ly a more ſubtle Maligntty in them ; 
ſuch as Hatred, Variance, Emmlation, 
Wrath, Sirife, Seditions, Herefies, En- 
vines, &c, It may here be thought 
ſtrange, that /ach Sins as theſe \huuld 
be animadverred upon in Cir://tion 
Churches, (as this Epiitle is inſcribed to 
ſuch, the Chnrches of Ga/atia, Chap. 1. 
2.) lo ſoon after the Goipel was come 
among them, the Apolitle himfelt 
thought it ſtrange ; for you had him 
wondring at it , Chap. 1. 5. 1 marvel 
that you are ſo ſoon removed from bim 
that called you tnto the Gr xce of Chrilt, to 
another Goſpel. Yea, and after thar, 
with the Golpel, «ry had recerved the 
Spirit to0. For "tis laid, Chap. 3. 2, 3- 
This only wonld | /. arn of you, received ye 
the Sperut by the Works of the Law, or by 
the hearing of Faith? And are you fo 
fooliſh, havine berun in the Sparit, do you 
think tobe made per (ett by the Fleſh ? 
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We are therefore to conſider wha 
{fort of Perlons and DoQtrines they were 
that had corrupred and depraved thoſe 
Churches; and whereby it will be 
the more apprehenſible by what kind 
of Infinuations they ſo far prevailed; 
And we may collett, in very great part, 
what they were, from divers Paſlages 
of this Epiſtle it felt ; and indeed, from 
this very Context, Some would have 
us think the Perſons were of that Sef# 
called Gmſticks, from their pretended 
and highly boaſted Knowledge, We 
kave no Evidence that this S:& was fo 
early known by this Name ; but it is 
very likely they were that fort of Men 
that were afrerwards fo called : The 
Characters here given them in zhis 
and the other Apoſtolical Epiſties do 
much agree with what divers of the 
more Ancient Chriſtian Writers, and one 
Pars an we, (Plotinus) lay of that Set : 
Which Pagan, an Interpreter, and 
* Mari, great Admurer of his * would fain 
Ficaw. have pals for a Chriſtian, becaule living 
in a time when the Controverſie be- 
tween Chriſtianity and Paganiſm was 
at the height, he ſays nothing againſt 
Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianicy ir ſelf, but ſpeaks very 
much againſt theſe Pſcads-Chriſt ians, 
whom tho? that Author mentions not 
by that Name, this his lnterpreter 
ofren doth it for him, inſerting [The 
Guoſticks) even when he is but tranſla- 
ring, into” the Body of the Work it 
ſelt. 

Bur this leſs concerns us : It is, how- 
ever, out of queſtion, that this fort of 
Men very anciently called Gmoſtichs, 
did highly vaunt their great Kpowledze. 

Very tempting fpecious Pretence ! 
Tho' their ſublimer Norcons, (about the 
A.ons, &c.) were Imaginations only : 
Phanſie and not Kpovledie, or 7191 
4444s, Knowledge milnamed, or 
falſly ſocalled, /as we may borrow 
the Apoſtles Expreſſion, 1 7 :m- 6, 20. 
tho? thoſe Inventions were later ) and 
could only fcrve to fill the Minds of 
their Proſclrtes with Wind and Va- 
nity. 

Burt their Doctrines upon which the 
Apoſtle animadverts in this Epiſtle, we 
"y collect from the manitett Scope 
and Deſign of it; and that was to 
alert Joſtification by Faith without the 
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works of the Law, which they greatly 
perverted ; and Sandtification by the Sp1 
rit of Chrit, or the Doctrine of the 
New Creatare, which they even quite 
lubverted. 

With which falſe Docttrines they 
conjoyned a moſt impurely vicious Life 
and Practice ;, falling in much with the 
Jews intheir corruptDottrines,and with 
the Pagans in their Licentious Practice, 
Which muſt be equally rempting to 
carnal Minds, 

And this may make it appear lefs 
ſtrange, that all theſe forts of Carna- 
lity, that are here mentioned in this 
Context from weyr.15 to the 21 f.ſhould, 
in reference to the ſame fort of Men, 
be ſo pur together, 

For it is evident they were partly 
a Ta1czimy, and partly a Paganizans 
ſort of Chriftians; as ( for ends of 
their own) they atteCted to call them- 
ſelves, They held it lawtul for Chri- 
ftians to joyn With Pazans in their $o- 
lemnities of Worſhip, which - they 
were wont to Celebrate in the 'Tem- 
ples of their Idols. Ir is notorious how 


grols Impuritics and Immoralittes were 
in 
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in thoſe days incorporated: into the 
Pazaniſh Viſorſbip ; fuch as made it fut- 
ticiently reaſonable that Idolacry ſhould 
have in conjunchon with it Fornicaton, 
and Adultery, Uncleanneſs and Laſct- 
vionſw ſs. Ard for the addition of 
Witchcraſty it was not unaccountable, 
there being allo Sorcerics, AMarical 
Riter and Diabirtica! Incantations 'ob- 
icrved to have becn 1wntermingled with 
the Szcra of the Pagans. And tor which 
theic (-iſnamed) Chr:/;:zns might have 
the greater kindacls allo, tor the fake 
of Summon Mar, the Father of their 
Se, by-whomv the Aﬀettation there- 
ot was tranimitted to forme of his o- 
ted Followers, that thought it 2 glorious 
thing to vie with their Predeceſſer in 
this a. ot Exe { acy. 

Nor is it alien trom this purpole to 
take notice, that tholc Diabolical Rires 
are ſaid to have obtained among the 
Pas ani(b Idolator s ot drinking the warm 
Blood of their Szcritices, and of cating 
things ſtranvled wich the Blood: 19 
them, upon the Imagination that in 
their ſo doing, they did partake of the 
very Spirit of their Gods whom they 
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worſhipped ; and ris not altogether 
unſuppolable that rhe Devil might, in 
ſome unuſual manner, enter into them 
at thoſe times, more violently agitating 
their Blood and other Humours ; in 
the higher Ferments whereof, if by the 
direQter Influence of the great Enemy 
of Mankind Quarrcels and Murders (as 
was not unlikely) ſhould alſo ſome- 
times enſue, it could not bur heighten 
the Sport and Triumphs of Hell. 

And that the Decree of the Apoſtles 
and Elders, Ads 15. might have fuch 
a Reference, prohibiting theſe things 
conjunctly, Idolatry, and Formication, 
and rhinos ſtranaled, and Blood ; that 
they ſhould by no means mingle with 
the Pagans in theſe Horrid Rites, a 
lcarned Modern Writer of our own hath 
rendred very probable *®. And hereto 
thoſe vehement Dechortations of the 
Apoſtle muſt an{werably be under- 
ſtood to reler, x Cor. 10, 11. rIec- 
monſtrating to them, that they con/d 
wot have fellowſbip with the Lord's T able, 
and the T able of Devils, And I would 
not, ſays he, that you ſbould have fel- 
low(bip with Devils, For tho? he did 

not 
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not judge it unlawivl ro eat of the Idv- 
lytha, 1. e. things oftcred to Idols, being 
ſold in the Shambles, he yet moit car- 
neſtly protefts againſt cheir preſuming 
to mingle and partake in the horrid 
Diabohlical Rires, and impure Practices 
that were wont to be uſcd at their Fe- 
ſtivals in the Idols Temples. 

All thoughts of being by their Chri- 
ſtianity obliged and coabled unto (trict 
Purity and Holineſs of Heart and Lite, 
were out of Doors with theſe Sedu- 
cers, and endeavoured to be extin- 
guiſhed in ſuch as they could work to a 
compliance with rhem : Whereot the 
Apoltle ſeemed deeply apprehentive, 
when he fo carneſtly inculcaces, that 
in Chriſt Jeſus (or 10 the Chriſtian tate) 
mither Circumcifion mor Uact: came:fion 
were of any avail, but 4 ziw Creature, 
and Farth working by love. 

But ir muſt ſeem of all things the moſt 
unaccountable and incovgruous, that 
Men of fo profligate Semtiments and Pra- 
#ices,ſhould be tor introducing a Tu;tsf- 
cation &y the works of the Law, in oppoſition 
to that by the Faith of Chriſt.” I's maniſelt 
thcy hated the holy Deſign of Chriſtian 

Religion, 
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Religion, which they profels'd; and 
protels'd it, that they might have ber. 
cer opportunity to undermine it. Here- 
upon (not opening at once all the Ar. 
cans Of their way) they carry an{we- 
rably ro perſons and occaſions as they 
occurr'd ; and as the Apoſtle was all 
things ro all, that he might Jave ſome, 
ſo were they, that they might pervert 
and deſtroy. To rhe Chriſtian Tow: 
one thing, to the Chri/tian Gentiles anos 
ther. In this their Doctrine they did 
moſt plauſibly Je«a:zz, in their impure 
Practices they verged more roPaganiſm. 
Pretending to Chriſtian Converts trom 
among thew, that Chriſt never inten- 
ded to rie them to ſtrict Severnies, or 
hold them under an uncahe Bondage 
wherero the Apoſtle feems ro reter, 
Chap. 5. 13. Te have beew called ( he 
grants) to liberty, but uſe not (faith he) 
your liberty for an occaſion to the fleſb. 

Thus we muſt ſuppoſe that they 
diftcrently apply'd themlelves to ſuch as 
they delign'd ro make their Profclyres, 
endeavouring to accommodate them- 
ſelves in the one of theſe to one ſort of 


Men,and to another fort in the other. In 
dealing 
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dealing with the Jer/b Chriftians they 
no: only deny'd the Dodfrize of Tuſtif- 
cation by Faith, (oppoling rhereto that 
of Toftificarion by the works of the Law) 
but calurmiated 1t too, as it it tended 
to inter @ liberty ro fin, and make Cri. 
flianity (ublervient ro wickedneſs, 
whereof they knew their own to be 
more guilty. A piece of monſtrous 
Impudence (but uſual with Men of fuch 
ForchcadsY to endeavour the averting 
thar Charge from themſelves, to 
which they were moſt mani{citly lia- 
ble, by &# charging it on the Innocent, 

Herero the Apoſtle hath manifeſt 
reference, when having &/ allerted 
againſt them Tofifcarron by Fob only, 
Gal. 2. 16- Kyovrims that & man & not 
guſt rfied by re works off the Liv, but ty 
the Faith of Teſas Chrifh, evem we haws 
belioared in JoSws Chrift, thut we mi bt be 
ja "if by the Farth of Chrift, and not by 


the wort s of te Li x for by te works of 


the Lov (bill mo fiſh be pufeified. He 
then vindicates the Aﬀernion againſt 
their Imputation, that it made Chriſt 
a Patron to Men's Sins ; 1/ (faith he) 
while we ſerb ro be jnſlrfled by Chrift, we 


our 
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our ſelves allo are found finners. It Chriſt 
therefore the miniſter of fin ? God for- 
bid. For if I build again the things that 
I deſtroyed, 1 make my ſelf «a Tranſpreſ- 
for : For I through the Law am dead to 
the Law that 1 might love wnto God. I an | 
eractfied with Chrift, and am in and with 
him dead unto all Sin, fo as not to be 
under the Dominion of any; and | 
Death never more had Dominion over | 
him, when he had once died. And 
whereas they thus objetting againſt 
the Doftrine of Juſtification by Fauh 
in Chri't, that it muniſtred unto fin, or 
wade Chriſt « Miniſter thereunto, were 
liable to have the Objzetion retorted 
upon them, being a fort of Men them- 
ſelves fo very infamouſly wicked ; for 
this they had a double Sa/vo, both of 
which the Apoltle doth mdxsftr icufly rc- 
fute. That is, from the two parts of 
the Law given by Moſes, and the two 
forts of the Works of the Law enjoyned 
thereby, rhat is the Moral, and the R:- 
tual Or Ceremonial part. In reference to 
the former,they fall in with thole Jewrſb 
Conceits of the Merit of their good 
Works, done from the Principle of Free- 

will: 
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will; And that in order to their J«- 
ftification this Merit was to be meaſured 
by the Preponder ation of their good works 
to their bad * ; and that it was poſhble 


t3 
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that one good Work in lome caſes might , >. 


turn the Scale : That is, if they were 
equal before, Now thu the Apoſtie oc- 
curs to, by ſhewing that they that were 
wader the Law were under a Curſe : For 
thar if they comtinutd mot in all thins: 
written in the Law to do them, All they 
did was nothing, as you may fee, 
Chap. 3. of this Epiſtle, ver. 10. 

nd then as to the Ritual or Ceremo- 
nial part, becaule their Sacriftices were 
in great part expiatory of Sin, and 
divers of their other Performances car- 
ried a great ſhew of Santticy and Pi- 
ety in them : Which their Expiatory 
Sacrihces could only be, as they were 
repreſentative of thc Ozc Proputiati a ; 
and their other Obſervances were no- 
thing to their SanCtity, it the thing 
they were deligned to fignific, did not 
accompany the Sign. They imagin'd 
they were not to tignify it's Preſence, 
bur ro ſupply it's Abſence. This No- 
tion did obtain even with the ſtricter 
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ſort of them, the Phariſees them[eloes, 
who thereupon made very lighe of the 
weightier matters of the Law, reckoning 
that tho' they were guilry of man 
Immoralihcs 1n Practice, their exact 
obſervance of the Rites and Ceremo- 
nics enzoyned by Moſes, would go far 
to make an amends ; and that their 
prayins Tythe of Mint, Annis and 
Cammin , Would ferve in fſtcad of 
Tade ment, Faith, Mercy, and the love 
of God, which they are ſaid to pals 
over as very light and ſmall matters. 
See Matth. 23. 23. compared with 
Luke 11.42. And herein the Apoſtle 
contcits with thele Galatizn Chriſtians, 
not only with Vehemency, but with 
ſome kind of Wonder, that when Go- 
Ipel Light had come among them, and 
—_ bevins kBOTn God, or rather brew 
# of brm, as Cha; 4. Y. they ſhould 
attribute any thing too beggarly Ru- 
Nm as theſe were ; that is, beize 
circumciſed, and keepins Days, and 
Months, and Trars, &c, the things 
whereon they laid lo great ſtrels. And 
becauſe they did fo, he tells them in 


that 4c6 Chapter, That be was afraid 
that 
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that he had beſtowed labour tu Vain amor” 
them. 

In Summ therefore, he makes it his 
buſlinctsto evidence tother, that both 
their Juſtificat ian and tberr Sant rfication 
muſt be conzoyned and ariſe rogether 
out of -onc and the ſame Roor, Chr: 
himſelf, and by Faith in him (withour 
the Works of the Law) as that which 
muſt vitally unite them with hum, and 
that thereby they ſhould become aCtu- 
ally — in all his Fulnels ; that 
Fulm ſs of Rioineon[neſs which was to 
be found only in him, and no where 
but in him ; and withall, a that ſale(s 
of Spirit and Life, and holy Inflacnce, 
which alſo was only in him ; ſo as that 
the Soul being united by this Faith 
with Chriſt, muſt preſently dic ro Sim 
end {ve ro God, Chap. 2. 19, 20. And 
at the ſame time when he dcelivercd a 
Man from the Law « drad to i, he 
became to him a continual hving 
Spring of all the Ducy, which God 
did by his Holy Rule require and call 
for, and render the whoic Life of ſuch 
a Man a Lite of Devotcdnels to God. 


And 
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And 'tis here by che way worth the 
while to oblerve how the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf expounds that Phraſe of being 
dead to the Law by bring delivered from it, 
Rom. 7. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. And no man 
can be ſaid to be delrvered from any 
thing, as it is a good, or an advantage 
to him, but as it is an evi, and doth 
him hurt. And the Law hurts no man 
aSa Rule of life, But as to one ſtated 
under the full Power of it, "tis a Barr 
againſt that great Bleſſing of the Spi- 
rit, Chap. 3. 13, 14. which by it's yet 
abiding Curſe it keeps oft from him, 
hereby occaſioning his continuance in 
{11, and then condemning him for ir. 
Whereupon how clear is the Currear 
of the Diſcourſe in theſe Words, vis. 
By the Lav 1] arms dead to the Lav, that 1 
miobr live to God; 1 am cracify'd with 
Chriſt , yet 1 live, q. d. The Law it 
ſelf hath Cain me, and killed all my 
Hopes and Expectations from it : The 
ſame Law that flew Chriſt, hath lain 
me. 1 am craciſyd with him ; which 
ſuppoſes his being in him by that 
Faith by which he was to live ever 
after, In this Faith ſtood his Marriage 
to 
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to Chriſt, who ſucceeds into the room 
of the Law, as the caſe is ſtared, Raw, 
7. 1,2, 3, Fe. They that were ſerrled, 
in reference to cach other, in the Con 
jugal fhate, as the Lav and the Sinner 
were ; upon the death ot the one 
( which foever it be) the Relation 
ceaſes, and ſo the Obligation which 
depended upon that Relarion. And 
thereupon, fays he, The Law ir felt 
having given me my deaths wound, 
ind killed me & to it, 1n the Article 
of Dying, I joyn my fclf ro Chriſt, 
and yield to be crarifed with h:m, bu 
therein acquire with him a New Life. 
Newertheleſs I live 5 And how? Wit 
I, bat Chrift lroeth in met; and the ft 
that | lie in the fliſb, is by Faith in the 
yon of God, who bats Eu d mr, and oro 
himfelf for me. * And this Life T oavw 
thus live, 1s a Life of pure and 2bfo- 
late devotednels' ro God ; termidared 
upon his Intereſt and Glory as the Fad 
of it, govertied 'by his declered W:#, 
as the Rule of it; i. &. In fuming, Tus 
an holy Life," or (as before) !i/'a I? 

to God: 'Whereupon' he fo opted 
&Ringviſttes, CB, 3. berween JorPmnd 
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Jews, thoſe that were bors after the 
Fleſh, and thoſe born of the Spirit, the 
py nie enced ny ho.) nity F, 

orically ſpeaks,) tignityi 
te latter only bors into this new S, nitying 


% all which he ſhews che conneQti- 
on to be moſt neceſſary and inviolable, 
between being juſtified by Faith in Chriſt, 
and « life 0 of Holineſs ; So little 
lite were © 10 ome another, that 
= np the ſame Faith was to infer 

But now that the large extent of this 
Holineſs A Life, might more fully ap- 


nal ” _—_— nifies, "reſo 


by ſome leſs Cr: bara 
divers of this other & alſo : And the 
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with animoſlities, with wrath, envy- 
ings and hatred towards them char 
had not received the taint ; and they 
c_ have too much place with th. ſe 
in towards th-w, Where- 
upon there could not but be very 
res cnt and gh Ferments in theſe 
othing therefore could 
ey more LIES or ſealonable, than 
that ſeveral Inſtances of this fort of 
Carnality, ſhould be put into thi Ca- 
talogue, viz. hatred, variance , emula- 
tions, wrath, ſtrite, Fc. For they 
were not to be thought (as was faid) 
more refined, as having 4/7, but a 
moore a—_— Energy, or perefr ative POW- 
er of maligaity in ther. Nor indeed 
hath Chrebianity , and the Chrifian 
Charch ſuftered more by any fort of 
Evils, than by thole of this fort. 
Orhers deftroy particular Perſons : Theſe, 
belides their Giza © do more direttly 
hurt the Community , and tend to 

watt and deltroy the Charch. 
Now as 10 thoſe groſſer Carnalities 
> up 4 —_ > wie 
t bri a [ 
did as «0 chat which ſeems the cenrrel 
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om among thoſe of this latter ſorr, 
viz. that of Herefie : Which I con- 
{idered accoraing 10 what it doth import 
im i ſe!f, and did delign allo to con- 
iider It 11} #bis tus Conconmtancy, Vik. 
of the things here menti uw to 
car conjunction, and that are of near- 
er aflinity with it, hatred. earnings, 
and the like. I have indeed been Gnce 
im fome lulpcace whether 1 ſhould pur- 
lue that zntention or. no; But. upon 
{ſerious conlideration, and ſolemn look- 
ing up to Heaven for direction, | 
have determined not 10 let. rh1s ſort of 
Carnality pals without juſt Animadver- 
ſion. For I conlider that I ſpeak to a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly, who mult be un- 
derſtood all: ro profels equal, and'im- 
partial reverence t9 the Word of God, 
as to @ Revelation come down trom 
Heaven, for our DireQtion and Con- 
dutt thirther : And therefore nonedare, 
upon ferious thoughts, allow in them- 
ſelves any kind - of regret or. diſguſt, 
as to 10 material and unportant a part 
of this Ward. , We aire allurcd. he 
Words of God will do good 10- them that 
walk uprightly, that 15, tO wpright-bearted 
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onee, who ir mult therefore be ſuppo- 
ſed will walk or deal uprightly in their 
artendance thereunto. And 1 cannot 
but hope. thag God will gracioutly help 
us to ſpeak, hear with that Lp- 
rightne(s. and Fitegrity of Heart rnat 
this word of his may do good to fome, 
without doing hurt to auy. 

In (peaking therefore ro this ſort of 
Carmnaltty, (ior we mutt mcnton It by 
ſuch a Jlerm as the Hy Ghoſt hath 
thought fir to be pur upon it ) Ithall 
Frſt 1 note to you ſome previous things 
more generally. Then {ha!l, Scondls, let 
you ice what Appearances there may 
be of itin ſuch a Caſe as the Apoſtles 
preſent Diſcourlc hath reference un- 
tO, 

Firſt, 1c will be of uſe to 1s, more 
generally, fo notre theſe tew things 

1, That the ſeveral Expreſſions of it 
which we find in this Context, in cto- 
ſer ConneRtion with Hereſic, as it were 
guarding it before and behind, viz. 
Matred, Variance, Emulation , Wrath, 
Swife, Seditions, Emvyings, do all note 
but one radical Evil, and &o all agree 19 
one root : Whereupoa ie will be the lets 

C 3 needful 
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needful to inſiſt upon them ſeverally, or 
to give you the Criticiſm of each Word 
by it felt ; which it were a great deal 
more calie todo, than it will be uſeful, 
or of any availto us. What I ſhall fa 
therefore will be more general ; but wi 
however give you the occaſion of caſt- 
= Lows Eye _ the Particulars, 
whereby you will have the more U1- 
{tint account of that Carnality, which 
1s here referr'd to by the Apoſtle. 

2. This is needful to be noted too, 
that this Preceps of the Apoſtle conſi- 
dered as 4 omg ag aint fulfilling 
the laſts of the Fliſb, has more immedi- 
ate and diret# reference to this ſort of Car- 
zwality. This is plain, if you will but 
again peruſe the Words as they he in 
their cloſeſt connexion. For when he 
had ſaidin the 14th Verſe, That all the 
Law isYulflled in this one word, even in 
this, Thou ſbalt love thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf, (moſt of all, no doubt, ones Chri- 
tran Neig bbour) he adds, But if you bite 
and devour one another, take heed ye be nos 
devoured one of another, Then immediate- 
ly come in the Words of the Text, 
This I ſay then, Walk in the Spirit, and 


you 
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ſball no: fulfil the laſts of the Fleſh : 
4 The fol of ” Fleſh will be 
working #hi« way, putting you upon 
biting and devourins one another. Ac- 
cording as Sentiments begin to differ, 
and Minds are divided, Izclinations will 
carry one this way, and another rhat ; 
and then you will be too prone to 
be at biting, and be ready to fall to de- 
vouring one another :; Now I have no bet- 
ter Remedy to preſcribe you againſt 
both than this, Walt in the Spirit, and 
you ſball not fulfill the Laſts of the Fleſb. 
I ſhould have been a very unfaithful 
Interpreter of this Context to you, if I 
had not taken notice of this [o immedi- 
ate Conm xn. 

3. This is further ro be noted, That 
this ſort of Carnality that lies in Srrifes, 
in Emwlations, in Emvyines, in Hatred, 
&c. may come to have it's occalion of 
being exerciſed,of working, luſting, and 
exerting it's ſelf about the DotFrines of 
the Goſpel : Than which nothing is 
more evident, in that you find that theſe 
things are put in Connexion with He- 
reſies, which muſt be underſtood to be 
a Corruption of ET ——_—_ Very 
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true indecd it 15, that that Word He- 
reſie, among the more ancients Philoſo- 
phers, was ulcd in a more gentle, and 
no way infamous Senſe, l1gnifying on- 
ly this of that 8: of Philoſophers : But 
the Word coming to he borrawed and 
transferred by Sacred Writers into the 
Holy Scriptures, there it is moſtly ta- 
ken in a very i Senſe, (tho" not always) 
as ſignifying { rror-or Corruption in Ds- 
Etrine, of a very high and deſtructive 
Nature, as Tit.3.10, 11. 2 Pet.2.1. For 
tho? all Herefte be Error, or carry Error 
in it, yet all Error is not Hereſae ; that 
malt be ſuch Error as ſtrikes at the 
Rogt, and is conjunct with Heart diſ- 
affeft/on and Malionity, (as was noted 
the laſt time) ſtanding in oppoſition to 
Faich, which is not a meerly Mental 
thing, but lies very principally in the 
Heart. Dottrinal matters are however 
here reterr'd unto, even in the very 
Notion of Hereſir, and therefore about 
ihoſe matters thele Carnaluties may have 
place. For when the ſeveral Paſſions 
here mentioned are raiſed, and do tu- 
multuate in the Breaſts of this and that 
particular Perſon, they ſoon and eafily 

ſpread 
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ſpread and propagate themſelves to 
others, lo as to infect the Community. 


And then it comes to the forming of 


it into Parties, or dividing it into two 
fodes, as the Word Sy vca7hat, (which we 
tranſlate Seditions ) lignifies ; rhe ene 
ſtated and polited as 1n an hoſtile Po- 
ſture againſt che other, tiil at length the 
matter arrive to that height and pitch 
of contumacious and fixed Obſtinacy, 
as in matters ſo important as the Apo- 
ſtles Diſcourſe refletts upon, will com- 
pleat the Notion of Herelics, v/z. on 
one (ide, at lealt ; not , perhaps, with- 
out orcas Faultineſs on the other, which 
comes next to be noted. 

4. As ſuch Carnalitie may have place 
and excerciſe about Golpel-Doctrine, fo 
it is very poſſible it may ſhew it's {elf 
on both ſides, even on their part who 
have the Trauch with them, as well as 
on theirs who oppoſe it, and make it 
their bulineſs to propagate the contrary 
Error or falſe Doctrine : The very De- 
tence of Truth it {clf may be accom- 
panied with ſuch Carnalicics, ſuch 
Strife , Wrath, Malice, Envy, as di- 
vides the Guile between the divided 

Parties, 
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Parties, and leaves neither ſide inno- 
cent. 

I am, you know, by meer Provi- 
dence, in the Series and TraQt of a 
Diſcourſe long continued upon this 
Context, led to ſay what I now do; 
and I have therefore the more hope, 
that, through the Bleſſing of God, it 
may be of ſome uſe to us. But this 
comes moſt direttly under our notice ; 
and let it be noted, that whereas in ſ«th 
Conteſts both ſides are wont to be confi- 
dent they are in the right; neither the 
one nor the other may be over-confi- 
dent or careleſs of not being in the 
wrong, in what may be of equal or 
greater importance than the matters 
themſelves, diſputed among them that 
agree in the Subſtantials of Religion, 
{or that hold the Head) can be. Let us I 
ſay, deeply conſider it, that ſuch fin- 
ful Carnality may have place, and ex- 
erciſe not only about Religious Con- 
cernments, but even on that fide, 
where the Truth lies ; which is from 
hence evident, that the Apoſtle imme- 
diately before the Text, as I have no- 
ted, ſays, If you bite and devoar one 

#2 another, 
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another, rate heed that ye be not bitten 
nw oy of another. A preat 
aptit he therefore obſerved thero 
was, to be biting on both (ides, even 
whete the Truth lay, and where ir lay 
not, 

For ws are here further to obſerve 
that whereas our psf it ladly confidered 
that many among theſe Chriſtians of 
Galatia were ped, and falln from 
the Purity and Sincerity of Religion; 
he apprehended too, that they who 
were not ſo fallen, took not the beſt 
courſe for the recovery of them that 
were, Which that Admonition of his 
muſt mean, Chap. 6. 1, 2. Brethren, if 
4 than be overtaken with a fankt, ye which 
are Spiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
Spirit of meehweſs, ronſidering thy ſelf, 
leſt thou alſo bt terapted. Bear ye one 
anothers Bay dens , and ſo fulfil the Lav 
of Chriſt. 

It leems he reckoned that the 
ſounder part among them, and that 
,, ought [ and "tis like thought cthem- 
ſelves) to be more Spiritaal, while they 
ſhewed not mote of a Spirit of Meek- 
eſs towards the lapſed, were not fo 

| Spiritual 
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Spiritual as they ſhould be, and dif- 
covered more Carnality than became 
them, more Wrath and Bitterneſs of 


Spirit than, could comport with the | 


Law of Chriſt. They will be little aw*d 
by this, and be apt for all this to indulge 
their own furious Paſſions, that think -e 


hath no Law. But tho? one were never lo © 


fure he hath the Truth on his ſide, tis 
in it ſelf a dreadtul thing, to wholo- 
ever (hall allow himſelf the liberty ſe- 
riouſly to think of it : For what mult 
we conceive of ſuch Truth, that is to be 
defended in ſome caſes, I ſay, that in 
{ome caſes ought to be ſo? We muſt 


furely conceive of it as 4 Divine, 4 $z+ | 


cred thing, an Heaven-born thing, a thing 
of Heavenly deſcent, part of a Revelati- 
on immediately come forth from the 
very Bolom of God ; ſo is the whole 
Geled-coralution to be look'd upon. 
Now here is Carnality that luſts ; luch a 
kind of Carnality as the Context ſpeaks 
of, Wrath, Strife, Hatred, &c. Here is 


ſuch Carnality, luſting, attually /u#- \ 


ing, ſeeking Prey, ravening tor Food : 
And what doth it feed upon ? No 
meaner thing than Divine Truth ! 

Evan- 


| 
| 


Relimwus Content, 


; Evangelical Dottrines ! Monſtrous 


Thought ! Conſider, I beſeech you, my 
Friends, what this comes to? The 
feeding an unpure 'Lu/f upon Sacred 
things, or upon: that which is Divine ! 
| mult have my Luſt ſatisfy'd, ſays the 
proud, contentious Spirit : Wrath 


. burns, Anger bouls ; Sacred things arc 


nat ſpared, butfalln upon, as the pre- 
ned Boo of Luſt, Fe will be ted, 
they are not farborn. : All Revezence of 
God is forgotten, Heavea 1s ravag'd, 
the moſt Sacred Myſterics of God's own 
Kingdom are. viokired, and. torn this 
way, and that ( O© borrid thing !) by 
Harpies, Vultures, by molt fierce and 


* furious Luſts. - And if a Man would 


know, recognize,: take knowledge: of 
the molt deeply inward Senſations and 
Jatention ' of his 'own Heart , | thus. it 
is, I muſt now apply my Thoughts, 
bend my Mand, to gualider a Revelation 
come from Heaven ; what ? for the end 
for which- it was: given, to calighcen, 
purify, quicken my.Soul towards God; 


\ renew and form it for God, 1o:ſerve 


and enjoy: him 4: no, but on purpofe 
t0 feed, to gratific a Luſt! We cat 
| (rc0 
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(too often) make neither better nor 
worlſe of it, but jult fo it is. 
Theſe things being premiled, I would 
now go on a little more particularly to 


ſhew you wherein Carzality may ap- 


pear exerting it ſelf; even about _ 

things, or what will be manifeſt 
cations of ſuch a Carnality, as is here 
reterr'd unto, ating about, or in refe- 
rence to the things of God, the moſt 
ſacred and i ant Truths and Do- 
Atrines of his F 
1, Firſt, Whea in compariſon of 
ſome leſs things, wherein we find oc- 
caſion or pretence to difter, little Ac- 
count is made of the incomparably 
greater things, wherein all ſerious 
Chriſtians are agreed, and wherein 
they really cannot but be agreed. Let 
it be conſidered wherher pains be not 
taken to deviſe forge matter or other 
to coatend about : (that ſhews a great 
Diſpoſitioa !) And then having tound 
out ſome minuter things about which 
| our vo as Jos 
are, quite {wallow up our | 
meats : The whole-Goſpel G_ 
thiag, (tho* full of the azoft glorious 
Wonders) 


* = 
[- 


| 
| 
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Wonders) in compariſon of forme 
PunQiilio's, either that we have invenr- 
ed, or that it may be doubted whether 
there be any thing in them or nothing. 
Here'is ſome Mer in all this! A Laff 
is to be gratify'd ; an Apperite #0 contend. 
This winds and wriggles, this way and 
that, loath to appear but under ſome 
ſpecious Dilguile of Zyal for Trath, In- 
dig nation againlt Falſe Doctrine, or the 
like ; but it bewrays it ſelf, and una- 
wares, ſhews it's ugly Serpentine 
Head; For if che thing choſen out to 
be the matter of Conteſt be thought 
worth fo much, when it is meats 
either in compariſon, lictle, or nothing 
but a Figment, Why are not the things 
on all hands molt confeſſedly great, and 
moſt evident, more highly cltecmed, 
lov'd, reliihed, and with Guſt and De- 
light fed upon ? Why do not the grear- 
er things [ignifie more to wnite us in Love 
and Communion with all that agree with 
us in them, than the {ſſer rhings to db- 
wide us, about which we di/apree ? In- 
deed the Dilagreements were in them- 
ſelves vaſtly great between the Un- 
tainted Chriſtians of thele Galation 

Churches, 
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Churches, and that hortid $4 that the 
Aopſtles Diſcoarſe has manifelt reterence 
umo. Bleſſed be God there are nor 
ſuch Dilagreements among(t us. But 
while there 1s /e/s Taint of Error i our 
Minds, (as to theſe things) are we nor 
conccrn'd to take lheed there be not as 
great a Tainrt of rhis vicious Carnality in 
our Hearts?" Tt ſpeaks too much of it ; 
when having deviſed a difference , we 
are prone to overlook and make little 
account of the great things wherein 
we are intirely and moſt profefledly 
agreed. 

[f we confider the things which the 
Dotlrinal part of this Epiſtle Corly more 
expreſly refer to, as I bave'hnoted at 
ready, how great things im reference 
bereto are we tully agreed in ? We are 
all agreed, that « Sinner, an Apoſtate 
lapſed Creature, can never be ſaved ani 
brought to a bleſſed flute, but be muſt be 
juſtified, axd he muſt be ſanftified : He 
mw/t be juſtified, ro make his fate ſafe 3 
He muſt be /anttified, to make the 7 ene- 
per of bis Spirit good, capable of Commus- 
mion with God in this World, and of final 


eternal Bl ſſedneſs with him in the other. 
We 
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We are agreed, that ſuch Tuſtification 
and ſuch Santtification are both the effeF; 
of moſt ablolutely free ad Sovercigh 
Grace, that nene could be ever juſtificd, 
but by freeſt Grace ;' that none tan evir by 
[anttified but by freeſt Grace, moſt abſo- 
lately and mit Sover aignly free. Weare 
agreed, That the higheſt Perfetiion of 
Santtification that can ever poſſubly be at- 
tained unto, fiompies nothins at al to 
deſerve, to procure by Merit our Juſti- 
fication. We are agreed, that both, x+ 
they are from the moſt free and ſove- 
rain Oract, ſo do come through the Me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt, the a/one Medi- 
ator between God and Man: That th: 
Righteouſnels rs mtirely and only Chrilts, 
by which we ave juſtified : T hat the Spiric 
i molt entirely and only Chriſts, by 
which we are fanctitied ; according to 
that in 1 Cor. 6.9, 10, 11. Such as arc 
mentioned there were before the grot. 
leſt and vileſt of Sinners, Forwicator:, 
Aadulterets, Idblaters, &c. And ſth 
(ſfaich the Apoſtle) were ſome of you 
But ye are waſbed, but ye are ſandtifecd :. 
but ye are juſtified im the Name of th: 
Lord Teſus, and by the Svirit of our God. 
D You 
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You cangot but be in all cthelz agreed. 
We are agreed, that whoever does fin- 
cerely, Evangelically believe in God 
through Chriſt, receive Chriſt, is «nued 
with bim, or 1s in him; who doth by ſe- 
rious Repentance turn to God, whoſe 
Heart is won to love him in Trath as bis 
higheſt and beſt Good, who is conformed to 
the Image of his Son ; and who having 
been made willing tm the day of his Power, 
doth now n——_ ſincere Obedience to 
bim ; every ſuch one us in a late \tategaccep- 

ted with God, has found Gr ace in his Eyes. 
For no Words of Scripture can be 
plainer, than that they that belzreve on 
Chriſt ſbal not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life, John 3. 16. Yea, that they beve 
it, ver. 36. That Life is begun with 
them, which 5 acver tocnd, or which 
1s1n the ſure way to be continued cill it 
become everlaſiing. That they that ve- 
pent, and turn from all their tranſgreſſions, 
their Iniquitics ſhall not be therr ruine, 
Ezek. 15. 3o, That God hath prepared 
the thing s which Eye hath not ſeem——— for 
them that love him, and will give them 
the Crown of Life according to his own 
Promiſe, i Cor. 2.9. Jam. 1, 12. That 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt doth become the Author of eternal 
Salvation to them that obey them, Heb. 5.9. 
That there is no Condemmation to them 
that ave in Chriſt, that walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. 
That it muſt turn wholly ro the praiſe 
of the glory of his Grace, that God makes 
them accepted im the beloved, Eph. 1.6. 
We do all agree, That they that do ne- 
ver believe, they that never repent, they 
that never love God, they that are never 
brounht to obey him, that lrve in Enmity 
and Rebellion againſt him tp the laſt breath, 
muſt needs be in a loft ſtate, are never 
juſtified, never accepted with God, are ti- 
able unto coming, and abiding Wrath, 
and remain under Condemnation , 
ohn 3- n6, 36. Lute 13. 3. Col. 3.6. 
e agree, That ſuch Faith, ſuch Repen- 
tance , ſuch Love to God, ſuch Obedience, 
even in the moſt entire Sincerity, are not 
10 be confidered at all, as any cauſe of ſuch 
a Perſons Accept ance with God : They do 
charatterize the accepted perſon, but they 
cauſe it not , they deſerve nothing ; nay, 
they could not, if they were perfetf, No in- 
ternal Work of the Holy Ghoſt, the” in 
this oar preſent kate, it were moſt abſolute- 
2 iy 
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ly perſett, ſo as to exclude every thing of 
fin, could be any part of that rig hte onſneſs 
that muſt juſtifie us before God, To = 
poſe that it could, would be manitelſtly 
to confound the Offices of the Redeemer, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. It was Chrift 
that was to merit for us ; the Holy Ghoſt 
was never tomerit forus. It was not 
the Holy Ghoſt that died for us, nor can 
his Operations or Productions ig us 
have any cas/ative Influence to the me- 
__ juſtified and acceptcd (tate of 
any Perſon before God. They were nc- 
ver meant for that purpole, nor have 
any aptitude or accommodatenels 
thereunto. They cannot make us ze- 
wer to have finn'd; nor can atone for 
our havins done ſo. We cannot but be 
agreed in this, for "tis plain, and car- 
ries it's own Evidence 1n it ſelf: z e 
Suppoſe we a Perſon, as ſoon as he is 
converted, made perfectly free from 
Sin, that very moment, by fome ex- 
traordinary powerful Work of the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt on his Soul, how ſhall that 
expiate for his having been a Sianer ? 


Now where there are ſo great thi 
whereia we agree, and we make ae 
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of them ; things that ſhould raiſe up 
our Souls, and awaken all our Powers 
unto higheſt Ads of Love, Gratitude 
and Praiſe to God and our Redeemer,and 
fill us with wonder and pleaſure as ofr 
as we think of them; an Indiſpolition 
of Mind to take notice of, and conſider 
ſuch things, fo as to improve and uſe 
them to the great purpoles of the Chri. 
ſtiao Life, as Incentives to the love of 
God, an entire devoting of our fclves 
to him, vigorous and diligent ſerving 
of him, and walking holily and com-+ 
fortably with him in our daily courſe ; 
through a greater Dilpolition to con- 
tend about we well know not what be- 
ſides,too plainly ſhews much of that car+ 
nal Diſeffeftion, which the Apoltle doth 
here animadvert upon. There are other 
things belonging to 7141 -_ purpoſe 
that I find I cannot reaeh to ar this 
time. 
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Gal. V. xvi. 


This T fay then, Walk m the Spirit, 
and ye ſhall 10t fulfil the luſt of the 
fleſh 


Have begun to ſhew you by what 
Indications much Carnality may 
appear, and [how it felt in and about 
Spiritual matters , As, {for inſtance) in 
the comtroverting, yea, even in the de» 
fendins the Traths of the Goſpel, and 
intend now to proceed. You have heard 
It does ſo, 1. When Chriſtians, who 
are very far agreed in the moſt im- 
portant things, make little of the things 
wherein they are agreed, tho* never to 
great ; in compariſon of the much leſs 
things whereia they differ, As all ſe- 
ſcrious 
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rious Chriſtians muſt be underſtood 
to agree in far greater things than it is 
poſſible for them ro differ in. I lately 
mentioned to you fundry great Agree- 
ments that I cannot doubt to be very 
common with ſerious and intelligent 
Chriſtians,” which I ſhall not now ſtay 
to repeat, but add, 

2. Such Carnality ſhows it's ſelf, 
when there is too much abtueſs to lay 
greater flreſs than is nitd/nl upon ſome 
unſcriptural Words in delivering Serzp- 
ture-doftrine, Here we may take Car- 
nality as the Apoltle doth, 1 Cov. 3. 3. 
While there ave diviſions amony you, ave 
you not carnal, and walk Or af) os Men? 
There is more of the Man in it than of 
the Chriſtian. When we can make a 
ſhift to divide about a Word, and 
that (in the preſent Ule of it) deviſed 

only by Man. When Words that are 

meerly of Humane Stamp, and uſed in 
no ſuch Sence, or to no ſuch purpoſe in 
Scripture ; however they may be (ig: 
mifcant , yer too great a ſtreſs and 
weight i is laid upon cher, either by roo 
_ adhering to them on the one 
or t00 rehement decrying them 

on 
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on the ocher hand ; while (perhaps, 
and it 15 a certain and a known cale) 
the meaning may be the lame on both 
lides, and would be lo, or would aps» 
pear to be fo, it fuch and ſuch Words 
were waved, and others more under- 
ſtood, were cholen and uſed in the 
room of them. Ir's truc, we are not 
to thiak ſand no Man of Senſe can) 
that we are obliged never to ule other 
Words 19 luch matters, but ſuch as the 
Jranlauore of the Bible have hit on in 
their Verſion of it, as if that muſt cox- 
ſecrate thoſe Words, and leave all other 
under a Profane Character : Bur it it 
appear that any Word of a doubrtul 
[ignitication, 15 milunderitood by ma- 
ny, creates offence, and through ſome 
hxcd, immovable Prejudice, or Pre- 
noſſe{lion that ſome other Notion of it 
bath obtained in the minds of many, 
it will elways be otherwiſe under- 
food by them than we intend, let it 
rathe! gOIOTH Nebnſbtan, than that the 
Pcace oft the Church ſhould be broken, 
and Men's minds be diſturbed and dit- 
quicted by it. This is the Cale, when 

a0y luch Worgs that might be arbi- 

trarily 
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trarily uſed or laid alide, are made /o 
meeeſſary, Or ſo drſtruitive, as if aff Rehi- 
giow were /awved or loft by them. When 
one lo cries up tuch a Word, as it he 
would ſay, The Heavens muſt fall if 1 
have not my Word. And another de- 
cries it as much, as if he ſaid, They muſt 
fall if it be admutted, or if | have not 
mine. Sure there muſt be in this Caſe 
that forbidden yaw; is, of which the 
Apoſtc (peaks in that « Tim, 6.4. which 
they are uſually moſt apt to be guilty 
of, that are allo guilty of what is put 
in ConjunQtion therewith, perver /e drf- 
putings of men of corrupt munas ; with 
theſe talls in this frife of words : Whe- 
ther that be tro be underſtood objective 
ly, or mitrumemally, Sirife about worar, 
or wordy flriſes, 1 ſhall not here de- 
termine, But that whole Context 1s 
worth our conſidering, ver. 3, 4, $- 
If any man teach otherwiſe, do inyadidae- 
«ar, teach other, or al things, or 
atrer another or alien manner, and con- 
ſent mot to the words of cur. Lord Teſas 
Chriſt, and the Doitrine which 1s accord- 
me to Godlineſs ; 4. He is proud, know- 
1s nothiar, but doting about Queſtions, 


and 
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and ftrife of Words, whereof cometh Em- 
v7, Strife, Railings, Evil Surmiſungs * 
$. Perverſe Diſputings of mem of cor- | 
rapt Minds, and deflitate of the Trath, 


M 
ſrppoſong that Gain i; Godluneſs ; from 
ſach withdr aw thy ſelf. 
And therewith agrees what we find 


alſo mentioned, with the Charge of 
avoiding them, 2 Tim. 2. 23. Fooliſh 
and anleerned Qurſtions hs gemaer 
firifer. Some may fancy they make 
themielves conſiderable for L:arning by 
ſuch Alrercations: But the Apoſtle ſlurrs 
that Conceit , calling them «n{carncd. 
$» I remember * Sexecs ſays of the 
Greeks, (calling it their Diſeaſe) that 
they made much ado with certain idle 
Queſtions, (as, How many Rowers be- 
long'd to the Veſſel that carryd Ulyſles ? 
and ſuch like, that he there mentions) 
whereby ( ſays he) they did not ap- 
pear more learned, but only more trouble- 
v1 


3. Whew we conſider with too little 
Indulgence one anothers miſtakes and miſ- 
applications, mm the uſe even of Scripture 
words, placing them as ſome may do, 
upon things to which they do not a 

per'y 
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perly belong, when yet they agree 
about the rows ithemielves. There 
are Words in the Scripture-revelation, 
that it may be the one or the other ot 
diſagreeing Perlvns may apply to one 
ren-4 when the other | fm 14 truly) 
thiaks they belong more properly to 
another, There is an Inconvemence in 
this, the Caſe is much ; as if one ſhould 
have an [d:s of aff the Streets of London 
in his Mind as they lie, but he miſtakes 
the Names, and tranfpoles them : As 
for Initance, calls Cheap fide Cornhill, or 
Cornbill Cheap-fide : He does not ſpeak 
ſo incelligibly to another, bur at the 
fame time may have the /awe 14-4 in his 
Mind of Lowaoz that another has. And 
this however, ' when it occurs mn Re- 
_ Diiceptations, ought to be con- 
{idered (though there be an Inconve- 
nience in it) with Indulgence, as know- 
ing we arc all liable co multakes in 
greater matters. And as it i poſſible 
there may be ſomewhat of Carnality, 
ſome Perverſene(s, ſome Cloud ariing 
from infirm Fleſh that darkens the 
Mind, and occaiions it fo to miftake ; 
lo 'tis mach greater, not to be able to 

bear 
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bear in another ſach « miſtake, -| 


4. When there is an apreement about 
the main and principal things that the 
Seriptare- Revelation comtams and carries 
in it ; but there i not that agreement about 
their mutual reſpett; and references unto 
one another. This is a matter indeed 
of greater Importance ; there can be 
no tre Scheme given of Goſpel-Truths 
and Dottrines, if ſuch their references 
and reſpedts to one another be not right- 
ly ander/tood : But an entire true Scheme 
of Chriſtian Dottrimes will nor enter in- 
to all minds; and for the moſt part 
they are particular Paſſages, or parti- 
cular Truths, that ſtrike Hearts, and 
that God makes uſe of to do Souls good 
by. And if fo extire « Scheme will not 
enter into the minds of many, whether 
through their Dartmeff or Tonorance, 
or whether through any thing of Pre- 
judice, that was as it were forclaid in 
their Minds ; nothing remains but ro 
be patient of it, and to do them what 

we can, even upon their own 
Terms, and in the way wherein they 
are capableof it. There was fuch an 
00 in Minds among theſe Co- 


rin hians 


| 
| 
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rinthians, evenupon this very account 
of their Carnality, as we we lee in that 
34. of the 1. Epiſtle, That :be Apoftlc 
tells them, 1 could nor feat 10 you 4s 
Sprizusl, (it mult be underſtood com- 
paratively) but as unto Carnal; and 
therefore as a wiſe Jaſtradter, thought ir 
neediul to keep back, to with-hold 
ſome things from them that he reckon- 
ed might be Meat to them, ſolid Mear, 
ſtrong Meat, becauſe they had been hi- 
therto anable to bear it, mor were yet able. 
It is in that caſe needful rather fome- 
what to ini, to with-hold ſome 
things, or ſulpend, than by a continued 
and too urgent Iaculcation to fruſtrate 
ones own deſign ; and while we would 
have «fl eater into lels capable Minds, to 
have aothing enter. It may ſometimes 
be, that when too much is endceavou- 
red at once to be born in upon them 
againſt an invincible Obſtruction, we 
only engage them to fortitie the more 
ſtrongly, and ſhut out a4; and fo we 
defeat our ſelves: They gaz nothing, 
and our whole Deſign is fruſtrated and 
loſt. In all our Applications to the 
Souls of Men , there muſt be patient 
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waiting, and very gradual Endeavours 
uſed, withour torce and furious ſtri- 
ving ; yea, in our having to do with 
ſuch as are yet the very Vaſlals and 
Caprives of the Devil. Sorhe Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, 2 Tim. 2. 24. The Servant of the 
Lord ſbould not frrve, but be patient 
towards (even all) men, and wait (even 
in reference to them that are hitherto 
alrogether impenirtent ) mwhew God 
will grove them repentance , that they 
may recover themſelves out of the ſmare of 
the Devil, that are led Captioe by him at 
his will, Much more are ſuch Methods 
to be uſed towards them, who cal on 
the Name of our Lord out of « pure Heart, 
as he ſpeaks a little above in the ſame 
Context, wer. 23. And conſider the 
Extent and EndearingnefS of this Cha- 
rafter, Tis to be deplor'd that it ex- 
tends not further : Bur fo far as it dorh 
extend, God forbid it ſhould not have 
a moſt perſwaſive Efficacy and Power 
upon our Spirits, to make us folloy 
Righteouſneſs, Faith , Charity, Peace, 
even with all them that bear that 
Charafter, i. e. That call on the Lord 
with a pure Heart. Their Lord = 
CiC- 


| 


| 
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ellewhere) as well as ours; be they of 
what Party, or Denomination, foe- 
ver. 

5. Much of this Carndlity appears 
about ſuch matters, when we are over- 
intewt to mould and ſquare G-fſpel-iraths 
and Dottrines by humane mea(ures and 
models, and too earneſtly ſtrive to make 
them correſpond: That is, when we 
aim, beyond what things can admit, 
to ſtretch (or rather to ſhrigk and 
contract ) God's Tranſattions with 
Men, unto the Scheme and Model of 
our own 4b//ra# Notions and Detiniti- 
ons, or of meerly Humane, Civil or 
Political, Occonomies, Adminiſtrations 
and Tranſaftions ; /«ch I mean as ob- 
tain am Men towards oze another. 
And fo labour to have the ſame mes- 
{ares take place throughout in reference 
to Divine things, as do in Humane. 
Whereby more than is needful, uſeful, 
(or indeed fo much as poſſible ro agree 
and quadrate) of Logick, Mrtaphyſicks ; 
and of Civil and other Lav is introduc'd 


into T, y. Weltrations indeed ma 

be aken tens, not Srrift Meg. 

fares It is impolhible lometimes they 
ſhould 
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ſhould be ſo. Divers things are taken 

Men in ſuch Notions, as, in deli- 
wvering the Dottrine of the Goſpe! cannot 
have a full and adequate place : T hey of- 
ten will not exattly agree or correſpond. 
As if in ſpeaking of God's pardoning 
and juſt;/y:m7 a Sinner, we ſhould take 
our meaſures of Pardon and Juſlificati- 
on {triftly from what obtains amongſt 
Men , we ſhall find a great difterence 
and diſagreement : For plain it 15, 
that , according to Humane meaſures, 


the ſame Perſon cannot be both pardoned | 
and j»//ified. He that is pardoned cannot | 


be ju/tified, and he that is juirfied can- 
not be pardoned ; But according to Di- 
vine and Goſpel-meaſures both are truly 
laid of the ſame Perſon : In the ozc 
caſe there is an Inconſiſtency, in the other 
a fair Aoreement of the ſame things. 
He that is at an Humane Barr a Joſie 
Perſon, needs no Pardon, his Calc ad- 
mits of ane : If he were juſtified, Par- 
don were abſurdly talked of : And fo 
if he were pardoned, thar does plainly 
imply that he was not juſtified. It 15 
ite otherwiſe if you bring theſe 
Ciogs co the Goſpel, and God's m—_ 
wit 


a 


[ 
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with Sinners. 1 cannot now ſpend tire 
in ſhewing you diltinttly how rheſe 
things do lie, and are very capable of 
being accommodated in rhe Sinners 
caſe ; ſome reſemblance will appear, not 
an exaQt or entire Correſpondency. The 
Inſtance however ſerves our preſent 
purpoſe, to ſhew that God's procedure 
and methods in his Diſpenſations to- 
wards men, will not in all things ſquare 
with Humane meaſures. 

Again, If we ſpeak of the Dodrine 
of God's Covenant in Teſus Chriſt, we 
cannot take our  mcafures from Hu- 


inane Covenants that pals between Man 


and Man, eſpecially one private Man 
and another : For there the Perſons are 
under no Obligation before their #ws- 
tual Conſemt. It is not fo berween 
God and Man, God's Covenants are Laws 
as wellas Covenants ; and fo a Man is, 
before he conſents, obliged to conſent. 
Therefore here again it appears Goſpel- 
DoQtrines are not to be exaftly mea- 
lured by Humane Models. Nor ſhould 
this be too earneſtly endeavoured, we 
ſhould not too much ſer our Minds up- 


| on it ; *ris to offer at a thing in it's own 
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nature not pratticable, and there is 
too much of Mas in it. 

6. When there is a diſcernable Prone- 
neſs co oppoſe the great things of the Go- 
{pel ro one another, and to exalt or mag- 


nifie one, above or aoainſt another, Its 


too plain this may more commonl 
come under Obſervation , than it dot 
under that reprebenſion which it deſerves. 
For inſtance, thole two great things 


that I mentioned at firſt, Juſtification | 


and Sauttification, both very great 
_, of moſt apparent and confeſſed 
neceſſity to the Salvation and Bleſſed- 


neſs of the Souls of Men : Juſtifcation, - 


that a man's fate may be good ; Sar- 
Hiification, that the reavper of his Soul 
may become ſo. But is it not too com- 
mon to magnify oze of theſe above or 
#2 ainſt the other ? To contend and dif- 
pute with great Fervour concerning 
the higher Value and Excellency, the Dig- 
nity or Precedency of this or that, and 
to which the Preference belongs ; to 
be ſo much rakea up about the one, 
as ſeldom to think of the other ; and 
it may be not well to ſavoar and rehlb 
the mention of ir ? Some are ſo taken 
up 
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up about the buſineſs of Jaftification, 
(that admirable vouch[afement of Grace 
to Sinners {) that they care not to hear 
of Sanitification ; and lo all their Reli- 
gion 1s Foreign to them, or lies in 
ſomewhat wwtbout them, or 10 a meer re- 
lative thing, that alcers not their Spirits. 
A ſtrange Religion ! that makesa man 
nothing the better man. Or notwith- 
ſtanding which he is #7 the habitual 
frame of his Soul, as bad as ever, vain, 
rerrene, worldly-minded, proud, pal- 
ſionate, wrathful, malicious, vindiftive, 
falle, deceitful, perhaps ( for that is 
not worſe than the reſt) very impurely 
ſenſual. But (no Man can tell why, 
—# Ja ſure he himſelf ) he _ 
imſelf to be « juſtified perſon: 
rhaps his imeginacicn #1 raiſes 4n 
im a ſort of rapturous, unaccountable 
Joy, without ground or root , and 
which will not only wither, but roo 
many" a TL and merciful 
) ento endleſs horror , a”, 
—_— and gnaſbing of tecth ! A few 
ful.and moſt ſurpriziag Idue agd Dil- 
appoi of an 4h and ynmil- 
EivingC + (opmpeieniog; 4» 
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be ſaved! With others, whoſe Temper, | 


Circumſtances or Temptations have leſs 
inclin'd them to rejoycing, their Religh- 
on is made up of tormenting Anxierties 
and Fears, and conſiſts in the daily re- 
volving of perpetual endleſs Doubts, 
whether they are juſtify'd or no ; with- 
out any dire, formed defign of being 
or doing good ; by which they might 
in due time, come to have more truly 
comfortable apprehenſions of the g004- 
neſs of their ſtate. They more care to 
be pardow'd for being bad, than to breome 
ood ! 


in, on the other hand, there may 
be ſome ſo wholly taken up about what 
they are in themſelves ro be and do, and 
in the carneſt, but too abſtraft, or leſs 
Evangelical (and therefore leſs fruit- 
tul) endeavour after higher pitches of 
Sanitity, without due reference to the 
Grace, Spirit, and Blood of a Redeemer, 
= they negleQ, 5k ws look not = 

w/tificagion, acceptance wi 
rf vg =\ reliſh and _ 
as they ought, the DotFrine of the Go- 
ſpel "Ar. Do more ras to 2 
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Chriſtianity; forgetting Chr: to be 
their Redeemer, their Lord, and Vital 
Head, and that they are ( or ought to 
be) under his ConduQ, and through 
his Mediation , daily tending to God 
and Bleſſedneſs. 

But now upon the whole, whea there 
appears an aptneſs or diſpoſition to le- 
parate theſe two, Juſtification and San- 
Hification from one another, or either 
of them from abiding in Chriſt, or to op- 
poſe them to one another, or contend 
about the Priority of the one or the 
other (when no doubt they go toge-+ 
ther ) and about the Preference or 
Excellency of the one above the o- 
ther, which is the more conlide- 
rable thing : Hercin appears much 
Carnality of Mind, an unſound, inju- 
dicious Jtempered Spirit. And 'tis 
a like caſc, as if a Malfador at the 
ſame tame is under Sextence, by which 
he is condemned to de, and under a 
moſt dangerous Diſeaſe, that appears 
very probably mortal to him ; He has a 
compaſſionate Prince, willing to fave his 
Life, and he at once vouchſafes him his 
Pardon, and provides a very $kilful and 

'B3 able 
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able Phyſician for the curing of his Diſ- 
-: The wretched Creature hcaring 

this, falls a diſputing which of 
theſe is the greater - war. to have my 


Diſeaſe cared, or, to have my Crimi par- * 


doned ; and in the heat of the Diſpute 


he negletts both, looks after neither, 7 


This is indeed leſs ſuppoleable, in rhe 
inſtanced caſe ; but how great a Diſtem- 
per doth it ſhew, that it ſhould be fo, 
in this, which is of ſo unexprefſibly 
greater importance ! 

And now further it is agreed on all 
hands, that Faith in «a Redeemer is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, with thoſe that 
are Adult, and capable of attending to 
the Goſpel Revelation : But here, what 
Diſputes are there raifed ? With what 
Fervor are they managed, concerning 
the place of it, or the kind of that ze- 
ceſſity which thi Faith is of, in ofder to 
the ſafe ſtate of a Sinner? A like 


Caſe again, as if ſuch a Condemned | 


Malefatter is told of his Princes pro- 
feſled, gracious Intendrhents towards 
him, but he doubts che Sincerity of 
his Profeſſions ; He gives him all de- 


firable Aſſurances, aid tells' him, Bu 
ut 
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but truſt me, and all ſhall be well. 
But he preſently falls a diſputing, Yea, 
but how am I to confider his truſt ? 
(We ſuppoſe it only ſuch aTruſt as may 
be fitly enough placed upon a Man ) 
Which way 1s it to contribute towards 
my Safety or Welfare ? Is itto be an 
Inſtrument or a Condition ? How abſurd 
an Abuſe were this of the Clemency 
of a Propitious Prince ? It there were 
a publick Proclamation of Pardon to 
many Offenders at once coaccrned to- 
gether, and they all agree only to dif- 
agree, to vie with one another their 
Skill in criticizing upon the Words, or 
in diſputing the Method, contending a. 
bout the Order and Coherence of Parts, 
and make it their buſineſs not thank- 
fully ro accept, bur cavil at, to tear and 
mangle and pluck in pieces the Procla- 
mation, and defeat the kind Deſign and 
gracious Tender of their Prince ? 
What Clemency would not this pro- 
 voke to the higheſt Reſentment and 
Indignation? And what now can be 
ſtranger, or more perverſe, than that 
a Revelation from Heaven of {5 much 
good will ts men, in the ſubſtance ſo 

E 4 plain, 
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plain, and that ſo dircttly concerns the 
Salvation of Souls, ſhould be ſo torn 
and mangled ? Conſider'd for no pur- | 
pole leſs than that for which it was 
vouchſafed, and that the very end it 
ſelf ſhould be ia ſo great part eluded, | 
that was fo kindly deſigned in it? | 
Tho? yet the Endeavour of falvin 

Difficulties that occur, by tm, | 
Prayer, diligent Study, and by amicable 
and placid Collaticn, among Brethren, 
or comparing of Sentiments, ſincerely 
deligned for a clearer underſtanding 
the Frame of the Goſpel-trath, or how 
it may be with moſt advantage repre- 
ſented to Men for the promoting ot the 
Common Salyvation, can be liable to no 
juit Reprehenſion, being managed 
with that Rewerence that T6 Sacred 
things challenge, and witha due ſenſe 
of our own Ignorance and ImperfeRi- 
on. That only which is blamable in | 
this cale, and whercof 1 reckon no Ac- | 
count can be given, or Dcieace made, 
1s that when, for the jubſtance, the 
Goſpel propounds and lays before us \ 
ſo plain a way wherein men are to en- 
deayour the ſaving of their Souls, as 
FR | ' wherein 
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wherein the wayfaring man, tho" a Fool, 
needs not err, i. e. That there mult be 
Repentance towards God, Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a renewed Heart, an 
Holy Life. One comes and pretends to 
ſhew that Order of theſe things one 
way, lo as t6 compoſe a Scheme of them 
that is repreſented as moſt neceſſar 

to be obſerved and held to. No, fait 

another, Ill give you a righter Scheme 
of Salvation, axother way, and migh- 
tily preſles the Neceſſity of that, and 
the dangerous miſtakes of the other : 
And thus they cover a plain way with 
Thorns and Briars, do not inſtruct, bur 
perplex and diſtraft whom they ihould 
dirc, create Diftinitions and Oppo- 
ſitions of Scheme to Scheme, not only 
without neceſſity , but almolt without a 
difference , and yet inlilt with Vehe- 
mency, and lay Men's Salvation upon 
their underſtanding the matter fo or lo, 
when it 1s hoped thouſands have been 
ſaved, that never heard of the one 
Scheme or the other, as they are diſtin- 
guiſhed and oppoſed to cach other. 
Who can juſtify this * Again in the 


7. Place, 
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7. Place : When any do with great 
Real contend for this or that Opiniow or 
Notion, as very Sacred and highty Spiri- 
tual, ( as they account) with no other 
Deſign, than that under that pretence they 
may indulge their own carnal Inclination 
with the preater liberty. It was the ve» 
ry Genius of this ſort of men againſt 
whom this Epiſtle was meant, whe- 
ther they were then called Gnoſticks it 
matrers not. The Name well _— 
to them, and they were known by it 
afterwards. They were Men of much 
pretenec to Knowledge and ſuolime No- 
tions, (as they counted them.) And 
herein lay their Religion ; and under this 
pretence, they indulged themſelves in 
all manner of Licentiouſneſs, When 
any do take up with meer Notians, 
which they are zealous for, accounting 
them very highly Spiritual ; and un- 
der pretext of theſe, they indulge the 
Carnality of their Hearts, if not of 
their Lives and PraCtices too : And 
their fine Notion, ( as they account 
it) which they (ore ancertainly) father 
upon the Spirit of Trath, mult be ſub- 


/irtuted in the room of all that Love 


Meeknefo, 
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Meeknef, Humility, Heavenlinef, Self- 
denial, which are the moſt certain ard 
undoubted Fruits of rhis bleſſed Spirit : 
When under the Pretence of being No- 
tional Men, and of knowing a great 
deal more than moſt others do, any 
neglet their own Spirits, and ſuffer 
Pride, Awvarice, Ambition, Vindiftive- 
arf 2nd Fal{thood, to ſhelter themiclves 
under the thin Cobweb of a few fine- 
ſpun Notions ; and they can now 
hereupon live at random, with more 
coſe totheir own Minds,and they tne, 
with better Reputation as to other 
Men. 

Here is a glitterin; ſhew only of an 
aiery, imagin'd, pretended Sprritnality, 
drawn ovet (but which doth nor hid-; 
corrupt,rotten, puirid F4ſb. Have you! 
never knowa luch a caſe, when it mizzh) 
be ſaid there goes a proud,ambitions Iiait, 
a covetous Man, a falſe Man, a malicious 
Man ; but he-is a Man of rare and ſin 
galar Notions, knows a great deal more 
than moſt others do ; and this muſt 
atone for all his Crimes with God and 


* Man, and bath quier 415 Conſcience, and 


ſalve his Credit together ! And who can 
doubt 
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doubt but this man muſt be very fond 
of his own Opinions, and zealoufly con- 
tend and diſpute for them upon any oc- 
caſion, (tho' he never ſo ineptly make 
it) when they are to do him /o great 
Service, and to ſtand him in ſo much 
ſtead, j. ce. to ſupply the room for 
him of all real Religion and Morality. 
And if he have happened upon ſach 
Notions as are really rae, and revealed 
by God himſelf, by how much the more 
certainly Divine they be, ſo much the 
greater is the Wickedneſs, ſo baſely 
to proſtitute Sacred things, Truths that 
are the very Oft-spring of Heaven, un- 
to ſo vile purpoles. It were Fault 
enough to make them ſerve different or 


other purpoſes than they are capable : 


of, z. e. to ſupply the room of Religion 
and real goodnefl, What an Indignity 


is that to Religion, to ſuppoſe an empty, | 


ſpiritleff Opimion can fill up it's place ! 
A thing that does a man no good, for 
which his Mind and Spirit is nothing 


the better ! Much more, that ſhelters ! 


what is ſo very bad ? Can this ſerve for 

Religion ? That Religion that conſiſts 

with being proud, with being ay" 
| wit 
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with being malicious, with being re- 
vengeful, learn, learn, to deſpiſe ſuch 
« Religion ! Much more that is taken 
up to vail over theſe, and exclude all 
real goodnels! Again, 

8. When, #n the mamtarnmmo any 
Dottrine of the Goſpel in oppoſition to 
others, we induſtriouſly ſet our ſelves t> 
pervert their meaning, and mpute things 
ro them that they never ſay. Or again, 
If we charge their Opinions whom we cp- 
poſe with Conſequences which they diſclaim, 
profeſſing, it may be, rather to dif. 
claim their former Opinion, and change 
their Judgment, than admir ſuch Con- 
ſequences , it they could diſcern any 
( onne xion between the one and the other. 
This ſurely argues a mighty Diſpoſiti- 
on to contend, when we will quarrel 
with oge that is really of our own 
Mind ; for hetein he appears to be 
virtually already of the fame mind in 
a greater matter, at leaſt, than he dif- 
fers with us about ; becauſe no man 
charges another's Opinion with a Con- 
ſequence, deſigning thereby to oblige 
him to change his Opinion ; bur as 
ſuppoſing it to be an agreed thing be- 


rween 


- 
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tween them both, that the Conſequence 
1s worſe than the Opinion. When 
therefore the Conſequence I charge is 
diſclaimed by him whom I oppole, ei- 
ther it is juſtly charged, or it « nor. 
If it be not, his Opinion may be trac, 
notwithſtanding what I herein ſay to 
the contrary, and I am certainly fo far 
in an Error, Bur if it be juſtly char- 
ged, being yet diſclaimed, we are for- 
mally agreed concerning the Conſe. 
quence, and are wertually agreed con- 
—_— the diſputed Point roo, be- 
cauſe he profeſſedly diſavows it upon 
ſuppoſition ſuch a Conſequence would 
follow, which yet perhaps he ſees 
not ; and ſo the cement muſt 
be much greater than the Difference. 
And yce commonly this ſignifies no- 
thing inorder to Peace : That is, it 1s 
not enough, that I ſee the ſame things 
that you do, unlcls I alſo ſee it too 
with your Eycs. 

9. When ſuch Diſpates do ariſe at 
length to Wrath, to angry Strife, yea, 
and even to fixed Enmity. What dread- 
fol Carndlizy is here ! Moſt delerv 
ſo called, if you only conlidex Fi 


OT 


Cena & at Ss — on” OT 


THE WE Ya CE. ST. 


Religious Contention. 


or Carnality as an wnreaſonable, a brutal 
thing. For what can be more unrea- 
ſonable or unaccountable than to tal! 
out with another man, becauſe he 
thinks not as Ido, or receives not my 
Sentiments, as I alſo do nor receive his. 
Is it not to -be conſidered, that he »» 
further differs from me than I do from 
him? If there be cauſe of Anger, upon 
this account, on one fide, there is the 
{ame cauſe on the other too ; and then 
whether ſhall this grow ? And how 
little can this avail upon a rational 
Eſtimate ? Canany good come of it ? 
Doth it tend to the clearing of Truth ? 
Shall we ſce the better thorough the 
Clouds and Duſt we raiſed ? Is a good 
Cauſe ſerved by it ? Or do we think 
it poſſible the Wrath of Man ſbould 
ever-work the Righteonſmefs of God ? 
And when /uch Carnalities as thele do 
exert themſelves, and the hot Streams 
and Fames arile, which the Apoſtle 
here calls the Laſts of the Fliiſh, the 
Fleſh lufing to Emoy, luſtins to Wrath : 
What is the Product, / or even the 
roduQtive Cauſe) but that ſort of 
we which is without Light ? And 


you 
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you know what Fire that reſembles ! And 
if a Man once find any Fervour of this 
kind ſtir, or kindle in his Breaſt, if he 
aright conſider, he would no more 
cheriſh it, than one would do a Brand 
thrown into his Bolom from the Inter- 
nal Fire. One would thiak in this 
caſe, What have I ſtirring within me ? 
Something a-kin to Hell ! Can this con- 
duce to the Service of Divize and He s- 
wenly Truth? And let it be ſadly con- 
ſidered; our being, upon ſuch ac- 
counts angry with one another, is a diſ- 
mal token of God's being angry with 
us all, and a provoking Cauſe of it too, 
Methinks that ſhould be a qualmy 
Thouzht ! and ſtrike our Souls with a 
firange Damp ! Shall I indulge that in 
my felf, that is a mark upon me of 
Divine Diſpleaſure ; and upon all in 
whom it is found ? To have his Holy 
Spirit retire, that bleſſed Spirit of 
Love, and of a ſound mind, and to leave 
us under the Power of rebellious luſt- 
ing Fleſh ! Can this be pr or not 
be a diſmaying, frightful thing ? And 
whereas a right Scheme of Goſpel-Do- 
frine is the thing pretended to be 
ſtriven 
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Souls, and yer things are further inſiſt. 
ed on, «neceſſary to cither, yea, preju- 
dicial to both, and upon which the 
weight and ſtreſs of either of theſe 
cannot be laid without ſin ; it coo plainly 
appears Yain-glory to ones ſelf, or the 
ing of a (defined) Adverſary is the 
Exd ; and then the ay ug is propor- 
tionable. Yet even i» the Light, and 
when matters are thus open and in wiew, 
Oppofitions are puſh'd on, and Mes 
Spirits riſe to that pitch, as to bear 
down what-ever is propoſed, only with 
deſign to make their Carcer a litile 
ſlower : Yea, and they are apt, rather 
than hearken, to put opprobious Names 
and Charaters upon them that are not 
altogether ſo furious as themſelves. 
or have they themlelves the Pati- 
ence to conlider Conſequences , and 
whether theſe things teud ; that is, 
that God is provoked, that the Souls of 
| Men are endanger'd , greatly endan 
ger'd. I have found in my own Con- 
| verſation, that ſome even in Diſtreſs, 
| in Agonies, have ſaid, © Lord, be mer- 
; * citul to us, I know not which way 
*togo; one preaches one thing, ano- 
G * ther 
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<* ther preaches the quite contrary, 1 
know they miſtake ; we do generally 
in ſubſtance preach the ſame Goſpel. 
Thanks be to God his Goſpel is not 
conhn'd to a few Men, or to this or 
that Party of Men. Butin the mean 
time, it is a thing ot very ill conſe- 
quence to lay Stumbling-blocks before the 
blind, Barrs and Obſtruftions in the 
way of the weak and the lame , whereby 
they may be turned out of the way, who 
ſbould rather be ſtrengthened. 

It is not conſidered, that where the 
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danger is leſs of an «tter Reine to the | 
Souls of Men, there is however occa- ! 


fion'd a great Langwor and Fafeeble- 
ment, They ſhould be conſidered, and 


treated, not only as being weak, but leſt © 


they ſhould be made ſo. When they arc 
diverted from the proper means of Im- 
provement and Growth , and their 
Minds are alienrted from thoſe means 
being otherwiſe engaged, an i Habit 
is contrafted ; and when the Diſtem- 
= hath ſeized ſome, it ſpreads, and 
oon infet#s more. Nutriment is difpen- 
led, from the Head through the Body, by 
the Co-operation of the ſeveral pazts, 
| | as 


Religious Contention, 
as thole Texts, Eph. 4. 16. Cl. 2. 19; 
do with great Emphaſis and Elegancy 
ſpeak. Underſtand it fo, that how far 
ever there 4s, Or ought to be attual Com- 
mun:on, every Limb and Joynt contri- 
butes ſomething to the ſtrength and 
vigour of the relt. So is Nouriſh- 
ment miniſtred, and ſpreads it's (elf in 
the Body #o it's edifying it's ſelf in love : 
Which Love if it fail, af univerſal Lan- 
guor cannot but enſue, the free Circu- 
lation of Vital Spirits being obſtruft. 
ed and ftopt. And thole that are moſt 
ſenſible, it they be nor fo much other- 
wiſe damnified, cannot, when they ob. 
ſerve it, but be grieved, and = & it 
bitterly ro Heart ; when the Tokens ap- 
pear to their View of a general Decay. 
The living Members of any Body are 
pained, when che Body 1s waſted and 
rent ; dead or ftupify'd and benummed 
Members feel it not, are unapprehen- 
ſive. But above all, ic ought to be 
conſidered, (and how lirtle is it ?) that 
the Holy Spirit is grieved, and doth as 
we may fear it will more) fenlibly re- 
tis The Goſpel in which it is wont 


t breathe is trifled with - The glorious 
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Goſpel ! The Goſpel of the Grace of God 
(Can Men find nothing elſe to play 
with?) by which that bleſſed Spirit 
hath begotren many a Soul to God, and 
nouriſh'd them unto Lite Eternal. That 
precious thing deligned for ſo great, and 
ſacred purpoles, (as pampered, wan- 
ton Children do with their Food) they 
dally with, or quarrel about it, or 
ſquander and throw it away, How can 
this but offend ? The ſelt-procur'd Di- 
ſtempers which did nels and thoſe 
that enſue, encreaſle the Oftence. When 
"tis ſaid, Epb. 4. 30. Grieve not the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God and preſently ſub- 
joyned, wer. 31. Let all bitterneſs, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamonur, and evil- 

aking be Put away. Is it 10r It to us 
to collect, that rbeſe things av more pe- 
cul:arly grieve the Spirit ? That Syirit of 
Grace, ol all Love, Goodneſs, Sweet- 
neſs and Benignity, There is bbt one | 
Body, and one Spirit, a Spirit that ſpreads | 
vital Influence in the Body, What | 
can you think of that Spirit that feels | 
every where ? That is in the Body an | 
waiyerſ al Sentient ? How can that Spirit | 
but be grieved ! Pafſos it — 
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Religious Contention, 

of, hut juſ# and ſedate Diſplicency, that 
matters {hould beſo. How ſhould any 
of us like it, to have our living Body 
torn Limb from Limb, and part from 

rt ! Though with him rea! Commotrt- 
on, and Diſturbance can have no place. 
Intelleftual * Reſemtment is infinitely 
greater and deeper than we can either 
#-/ or eonce:ve, 

But where this angry, tumify'd 
Proud Fleſh is the governing ling, none 
of theſe tremendous Conran or 
Conſiderations, wh:le it i ſo, take any 
place, T'e litigious quarrelſom Get 
niws ul throw oft all, will find no 
leifure or room for a calm Thought : 
Bur though ihe courſe in which we are 
engaged ſhould be 1eady tro ſet on fire 
the whole :044/e of Nature, will be ſtill 
for caſting abroad Frribrands, and Ar- 
rows, and Death; and make us think 
this fze ſpor: / 

It indeed there were room for an 
cooler Thoughts, one would think fuc 
as theſe ihould nor lie remace. 

How little any of us know, or are 
capable of knowing in this our preſent 
ſtate ! That they that think they know 

moſt, 
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moſt, or are moſt conceited of their | 
own Knowledge, know nothing as they! 
owght ro know, That they that are mot 
= to contend, do molt of all tight in 
the dark. That it is too poſſible chere 
may be much Knonledoe without Love, 
How little fuch Knowledge is worth | 
That it profits nothing. That it bures, 
puſſs up, when Love edifies. That the 
Dewils know more than any of us, while 
their wat of Lowe, or their Hellilſh Mr 
lienity makes them Devils. Thar as by 
Pride comes Contention ; fo Humility 
would contribute more to Peace, (and 
to the diſcerning of Trath roo) than 
the moſt fervent Diſceptation. That 
there is no hope of proſclyting the 
World ro my Opinion vr way. That 
if I cannot be quiet till I have made 
{ach and ſuch of my Mind, I ſhall! 
ſtill be unquiet while oc4 75 - are not! 
of it, i.e. always. That it ſome ones] 
at muſt be a Standard to the 
World, there are Thouſands fitrer for 
it than mine. That they that in their 
angry Conteſts think ro ſhame their} . 
verſary, do comamon!ly molt of all 


ſhame chemfelves. | 
But | 
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But to cloſe all, I pray let us confi- 
der, We are, profeſſealy, going to Hea- 
wen, that Region of Liebe, and Lifc, 
and Parity, and Love : It well indeed 
becomes them that are «pow the way 
thither, modeſtly to enquire alter Truth. 
Humble, ſerious, diligent Endeavours 
to encreale in; Divine Knowledge, are 
very ſuitable ro our preſent fate of 
Darkn f and Imperfeltion. The Product 
of ſuch Enquiries we ſhall carry. to 
Heaven wuh us, with whatſoever 1s 
moſt a kin thereto, (bclides their Uſe- 
fuloneſs in the way thicher.} We ſhall 
carry Truth , and the Knowledge of 
God to Heaven with us ; we fhattearry 
Purity tttither, Devorednels of Soul to 
God and our Redcecmer, Divive Love 
and Joy, it we have their Beginnings 
here, with whatſoever clle of real per- 
manent Excellency, that hath a ſecled, 
hxed Scat and Place in our Souls now ; 
and ſhall there have them in perfetti- 
on. Butdo we think we ſhall carry 
Strife to Heaven ? Shall we carry 4n- 
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ings, Anumiſuies, Enmities, Hatred of 
our Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians , 
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ſhall we carry theſe to Heaven with| 
us ? | 

Let us labour to diveſt our ſelves, 
and ſtrike off from our Spirits, every 
thing that ſhall not go with us to Hea- 
ven, or is equally unſuitable to our 
End and Way, that there may beno-, 
thing to obſtrut and hinder owr abux. 
dans Entrance at length into the ever- 


aſting King dom. 


| 


2 


; 


—— 


b— 
CE 


Theſe Books Written by the ſame Reve- 
rend Author Mr. ſohn Howe, re 
fold by Thomas Parkhurſt at the 
Bible and Three Crowns in 
Cheap-ſ1de. 


' HE Bleſſedneſs of the Righte- 

ous : The Vanity of this Mor+« 
tal Life. On Pſal. 17. wer. 15, and 
P/alm. 89. 47. 

2. Of Thoughtlulncſs for the Mor- 
row. With an Appendix concerning 
the immoderate Delire of fore. know- 
ing things ro come, 

}. The Redeemers Tears wept over 
loſt Souls, in a Treatiſe on Lake 19. 41, 
42. With an Appendix wherein ſome 
what is occaſionally dikcourled concern» 
ing the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
how God is ſaid ro Will the Salvation 


| of thera that periſh. 


4. Of Charity in reference to other 
Mens Sins. | 


H 5. Self- 


Books lately Printed, and 


5. Self-dedication diſcourſed in the 
Anniverlary Thankſgiving of a Perſon 
of Honour tor a great Deliverance. 

6. A Sermon direCting what we are 
todo after a ftrift Enquiry whether or 
no we truly love God. 

7. A Funeral Sermon for that Faith. 
ful and Laborious Servant of Chriſt, 
Mr. Richard Faiclough, (who deceaſed 

wly 4. 1682, in the Sixty Firſt year of 


is Age.) | 
8. A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther 
Sampſon, the late Wife of Henry Samp. 
ſox, Dr. of Phyſick , who died Now. 
24. 168g. 
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Books lately Printed for Tho. Parkhurft. 


A Sermon Preach'd before the King 
and Qicen at Whiehball, the Fifth of 
November, 1692. By Richard, Lord 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells. 

A brief Tratt of the Fourth Com- 
mandment : Wherein is diſcover'd the 
Cauſe of all our Controverſies about 
the Sabbath-day, and the means of re- 
conciling them. Recommended by 

t 


'f 
d 


Sold by T. Parkhurſt. 
the Reverend Dr. Bates, and Mr. Johz 


Howe. 

An Epiſtolatory Diſcourſe on the 
great Alliſtances ro a Chriſtian Faith, 
and for a more Intire Reft and Aſſurance 


* in the higheſt Tryals and Adventures 


thereof, With a Second Part, upon 
the Preſent Times, and rheſe rare Vi- 
ciſſitudes of Prowidexce in che Publick 
State of Britain in this Age. To which 


* an Appendix is added in the Cloſe, By 


R. Kleming, Miniſter of the Goipel at 
Roterdam ; the Auchor of the Ful- 
filling of Seviptare. 

A ſhort Story of the Riſe, Reign and 
Ruine of the Anutinomuns . Faniliits, 
and Libertines that infetted the Church- 


| es of New-England: And how they 


were confuted by the Aſſembly of Mi- 
niſters there : As allo of the Magi- 
{trates Proceedings in Court againſt 
them. Together with God's ſtrange 
Remarkable Judgments from Heaven 
upon ſome of the chief Fomenters of 
theſe Opinions ; and the lamentable 
Death of Mrs. Huichiſow. Very fir for 
theſe Times ; here being the ſame Er- 
rors amongſt us, and ated by the 
ſame 


Books lately Printed, &c. 
{ame Spirit, - Publiſhed at the inſtar 
Requelt of ſundry, by one that was a 
Eye and Ear-witneſs of the Carriap 
of Matters there. 

Satan Sitting : Or, the Oyl of Je 
for the Spirit ot Heaviopels. 

A Body: of Praftical Divinity, cor 
fiſting of above/Qne, Hundred Seven 
Six Sermons on the Leſſer Catechiſn 
compoled by the Reverend Aﬀſembly c 
Divines at PFYeſtminter: With a Sup 
plement of ſome Sermons on ſever 
Texts of Scripture. By Thomas VV, 
fon, formerly Miniſter at St, Stephen” 
VValbroot, Lowdon. Recommended t 
ſeveral Miniſters to Maſters of Familie 
and others. 

A Dilcourle of the Saving Grace £ 
God : By David Clarkſon Miniſter of t 
Golpel. 

The Converſion of the Soul. T 
which is added, A Warning to Sinne 
to prepare for Judgment. By Na 
Vincent Miniſter ot the Goſpel. 

A Diſcourſe of Old Age, tending & 
the Inſtruftion, Caution and Comic 
of Aged Perſons, 


FINTIS. 


